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lARff interviewed by EVAII
0ll at the Premiere Dance Theatre.
;(Thursday, Octobet 23),9 pm.

fif,F[ reading with DOUGIAS
land Al,l SlllIIH at the Premiere
iheatre, Friday (October 24),8 pm.
UIIFEASA[AlG by Peter carey,
04 pages. 535.95 cloth.
1lftilil

ALIAN,AUTHOR PETER CAREY

rfantastic tale in his latest novel
Life As A Fake. In real life, in the
ps, James McCauley and Har-
f{ Stewart created hoax poet
ilmMallevas ameans of ridi-

I culingModernistpoetry

Bella Baxter - appearing
out ofnowhere to pursue
and torment his unfortu-
nate creator, Christopher
Chubb. Un]ike Dr. Franken-
stein or-Godwin Baxter.
however, Chubb takes a lit-
tle while to convince him-
selfthat his bane is no actual
madman but the freakish
creation of his own mind.

Chubb is an intriguing and
lovable character, his su-
preme life-giving powers
amusingly offset by his pathe-
tic wretchedness. McCorkle is a multi-
layered creation, monstrous yet sur-
prisingly humarl energetic and larger
than life.

The author completely eschews
quotation marks, much as he did com-
mas in True History Of The Kelly Gang.
Tliis makes the narrative a tad confus-
ing in the beginning, but the fact that
things do eventually flow smoothly
once the readels mind becomes ac-
customed to the prose style is quite a
testament to Carey's skill.

And since the narrative shifts so
often between two charaeters and so
much of it is narrative-within-narra-
tive, you can see that the use ofquota-
tion marks would probably, in fact,
have been terribly problematic.

My.Life As A.Fake is a gripping story
and dever exploration of reality and
fakery truth and lies. So clever, indee4
that through the entire thing you
never know who or what to believe.
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ceedCa to publish them. . .7. ) ..t-' ::
In My Life As A Fake, 'ilhithis loosely

based on this incident, sham poet Bob
McCorkle comes to life - like Marv

LOUlSE WEISH reading with DOUGIAS
COUPIAIID, ,ASPER FFORDE and DAltl
RHODES at the Premiere Dance Theatre.

Tuesday (October 28), S pm.
I0U|SEWEISH interviewed
by Emily Pohl-Weary at the
Lakeside Terrace, Thursday
(october 30),7 pm.

AIHTCUTTIIIG
V R00ll bv Louise
Welsh (Canongate),29+
pages, S35.95 cloth.
Rating: ililillll

cAN WOMEN WRIT- store ol
ers create realistic writteni
male characters? Glasgorl
What about a pro- flgl

miscuous gay man? In The Cutting herres(
Room, Scottish first-time novelist ated su
LouiseWelshhascomeupwithamost my intc
unusual protagonist in the form of tober3(
auctioneer cum sleuth Rilke

As a character, Rilke
is eccentricand moral-
Iy complex. Nottring's
black-and-white in his world. He's also
go-per cent convincing as a man.
While at times he seems too percepr
tive about women and the power dy-
namics at play, he is one of the most
unique detectives I've come across ina
mysterynovel.

The reader groWs to trust Rilke's

queen's stash of drugs past police in
exchange for a phone number. Some-
times the quickie bathroom sex is
bizarrely detached and pointless. Rilke
lacks compelling moti tion for seek-
ing an orgasm with almost every man
he meets.

Welsh's novelwas released to a rush
of accolades. It's worthy of the praise,
both literary and escapist. Rilke's
world is suitably gritty and as dismal
as the British weather. The Guardian
s e l p c t p d  v , t  t  \ A
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tion is. h

ary star, and it's clear why
it's beentranslated into English.

This is WiIl & Grace Go To lapan,
complete with a sexless boyfriend for
WiIl, real alcohol and tears for Grace
and no laugh track.

Set in the sprawling suburbs of an
ururamed city that's probably Tokyq
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While at a new job clearing out the

f"T";i::H:lT,3"J:li,TJf llTift uinkledoesn't
photos. They sbem to depict a young
woman being stabbed . d::l,gtt_: [AoRl EXUil interviewed by RUI uillE-the photographer gets off. De-epty-dis= zltiii"irr"'ii"oio rheatre, tonightturbed, he sets out to put together the 

flrlriJ"v, bi", er2il),7 pm.pieces of a gruesome murderthat hap- lloniiiiiii,""ding with TAiltA fA[&pened decades earlier.'-Ad"s;h.;;;;s"t' wlfizandvlRGllllEDESPElfrESatthe
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boys and b4throom quick- .,.,., ,:= ..,** 
jllu"a'v' october 23), 8

ies.Earlyinthebook,he's .. !;* ll - _*ffiffi***,n*6,
evenpickedupbehindthe 
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Kaori Ekuni'translated by

with "a new friend," ana" f- *t ry' 
** ,Emi 

Shimokawa (Vertical

then rereased.with a el .vefata 
ffiJ*T*l1i:;:fiit""wamingbyapoliceman r ==--'-

whofooledaroundwith. ., . . TWTNKLE TWTNKLE
him when they were , Tq6g@* should shine brighter
children. M,^:t'*"a4& than it does.

- *ffi-- Published in Japan in

"".,..,ffi r99r, the slim debut novel
ffi " made Kaori Ekuni a liter-
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TOUR door dccals, and acls in "lirrontei rrrex. Friday, October 24
Sasha interviewingVirginie Despentes (7 pm,

Christopher Dewdney interviewing Gryn
Maxwell (noon, LST); Carolyn Weaver inter-
viewint Barbara Topido (1 pm, BRG); Darren
WershlerHenry interviewing Robert Credey
(1 pm, SDT); Donna Bailey NursC intCrviewing
Francie ltani (2 pm, PDI)j CC l-lumphreys inter-
viewihg Margaret Elphinstone (2 pm, LSI); RM
Vaughan interviewing MaryWoronov (3 pm,
BRG); Ken Babstock interviewine Douclas
Glover (r pm, SDr); Robert CreeEy, cfn max-
well ard Aharon Shabtai reading (4pm, PDT);
talk by MichaelWbod (4 pm, LSt); Dennis tee
interviewing Roy Ma6kimming (S pm, BRC);
Camilla Gibb interuiewing Hriaia Dunker(5
pm, sDT); Marni Woodrov interviewinglen'
nifertohnston (7 pm,l5I); Philip Marchard in-' 
terviewing Robert Bausch (7 pm, SDT); AiBy
a-lt, lsdin C Hennann ind Siri Hurtvedt read:

!!:,:r

,thoi;fe$ffi
f;flllll@ilA! fffinru 0f AlIH0tS Odober SDr); Peter Grey, Dor€las Glorer and Ali
23 to No\cmber L. Readings/intervlews S15,
mbrs 510; lectuiCs S10, mbrs 58. Har'
bourfront Centre. +16-973-4000, wwwread-
ings.org
Premlere Dan(eTheatr€, 207 queens Quay

B_rlgantine Room, 235 qu€ens Quay West
(BRc)
lakeside Tenace, 235 Queens quay West (|.5T)
siudi,oTheatre;235 Queens quay West (sDT).

Thursday, October 23
Eleanor Wachtel interviewing AS Byatt {7 pm,
PDT); Rui umezawa interviewing Kaori Ekuni
(7 pm, sDT), Virginia Despeites, Kaori Ekuni
and Tama Janowitz reading (8 pm, BRG); Evan
Solomon irderviewing PeterCarey (9 pm,
PDT);David Macfu rlane interviewing Hugo
llamilton (9 pm, tST); RichardCrouse intei-
viewing Patrick Mc{abe (9 pm. SDfl.

smith reading (8 pm, PDT); Radrel Billington,
.lenniferJohnston and Balbara Trapido reading
(8 p-m,_ BRC); Bob.Ra€ interviewing Mft$ael [-
natleff (9 pm, l5I); Russell Smith intervieving
Tama JtiEwitz (9 pm,sDT).
-
Saturday, October 25

byr,l*.v frress.


