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KXtilnregooksW
Iranian imigrmt. Dumas mix-
es humorous nisadventures
with chilling memories of racism
md loss.

BUNKERI3
ByAniruddha Bahal (Fm,

StrausmdGimu)
A testosterone-&iven adven-

tue about a joumalist with a
military past who hm a heyday
tracking dom dng smugglers,
guerillas, mobsters md nuclear
missiles.

UXDERKILL:
ANALLEN
cHotcE
NOVEL
Bylzonard
Chang(\\omre
DmeBooks/
St. Martin's
Press)

Introduced in Chang's Ouer
the Shoulder, Korem American
Allen Choice - a licensed body-
guad but not a private investi-
gator - retirrc in this second in-
stallment to figure out the facts
about the sudden, suspicious
death ofhis girlfiend's brother.

FUNNY lN FARSI: A l.tEMOlR
OFCROWNCUPIRAXIAN
INAMER,ICA
By Firmzeh Dumas Nillard)

An especially timely, highly
entertaining look - "I-ran is a
sentence, Irm is a count4/ - at
life in Southem Califomia as m

*i1.\tfir\s':$ F aged yakuza
' who probaDry

should have ben -fhe Boss" but

rowing memoir
of a 6-year-old child who be-
comes separated from her fam-
ily in the last days of World
War II in Okinawa, Japm and
somehow manages to suwive
alone.

ASHES
Byl{enn.K-
takdta,tM-
IatedfuEni
Shimkawa
0ertical)

A middle"

has stalled somewhere tries to
figure out how to get out of the
fray and quietly mmipulate his
wayto the top.

THEMANCOSEASON
By Anulya MaIIad.i (Ballantine)

A yomg woman retums to
her home in India afLer a sev-
en-year absence and has a dif-
ficult time telling her family
about her non-Indian fianc6.
The story is an otherwise en-
tertaining light read about an
extended family with dysfunc-
tions that most APAs will rec-
ognize, but is ultimately
marred by too many tedious,
annoying references to the
mixed union. We all either
have parents or know parents
who would keel over ifwe mar-
ried "out," but repetition ofthe
fact does not necessarily make
for good literature.

ONCE RE}.IOVED
By M akn Yo shiha.w a (Bmtm)

In alternating voices, this
lyrical novel captures the rela-
tionship between two stepsis-
ters - one a Japanese Aneri-
can, the other a blond
Jewish-Catholic - who are so
different and yet so alike, prov-
ing that some of the deepest
family bonds are not defined
by blood.

.4ttcl for the kiddie s,..

COLDFISH
AND
CHR,YSAX-
THEMUMS
ByAndrea
Cheng,illus-
tmtedby
Michelle
Chanegre
&Inw)

A touching story about a
young girl who builds,her
grandmother a small goldfish
pond surounded by chrysan-
themums, in response to a letter
from China moucing that the
grandmother's childhood home
has been torn down.

EVERY-
THINCIS
DIFFERENT
ATNONNA'S
HOUSE
ByCarcnln
Cohen,illus-

bared by Hiru NaAoio (Clarion)
DeiightfuI story about a little

city boy who goes to visit his
grandmother out in the country.

BUTTER-
FLIES FOR
KIRI
ByCathryn
FaIweII(Iae
&Inw)

Kiri re-
ceiYes m

origmi set

fr om her armt for her birthday md
is disappointed whm she cannot
ruke the perfmt origmi butierfly.
Undauted, she continues to prac-
tice mtil she creates a loveiy col-
lage, omplete with one perfect yel-
lowbutterfly-

B IS FOR BUTTDOZER:A
CONSTRUCTIONABC
By Jure Sobel, illwtmted. by
Meliswluai(Htcopft)

A delightful romp pointingout
the A-B-Cs found in an active
mmtruction site, fromAsphalt to
Z-o-o-m!

THECtRt
WITHTHE
WHITEFLAG
ByTomikaHiga
(Kodarsha)

First trade
paperback edi-
tion of the har-

READINC
LOLITAIN
TEHRANIA
MEMOIRIX
BOOKS
ByAnrNafisi
(RandomHome)

For two years
before she left

Irm, Nafisi, a resigned miversi-
ty professor, spent almost every
Thwsday nomingwith seven of
her favorite female fomer stu-
dents, discussing Westem clre-
sics in a secret book group. Nafisi
draws a paallel between the
young Loiita, who is coerced, de-
nied md ultimately overtaken
by the oafish Humbert and the
experience of Irmim women u-
der the totalitaian regime of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

RINC
By Ihji Swuh| trureIated by
Robert B. Rahrer and, Gly nre
WalleyNerftcal)

The book that inspired both
the Japanese ctlt film, Ringu,
and the recent American re-
make,The Ring.Wilh its bright
phk and white cover, it s a major
eye-catcher- Start reading md
it's so creepy, you hair will lit-
erally stand on end, but you still
won't be able to put it down. Not
having seen either film (why
have someone else ceate you
nightmares?), the book was
plenty to tum a few hairs grey.

THELAWSOF
EVENING:
STORIES
ByMaryYukari
Waters
(Scibno)

Debut collec,
tion of breath-
taking, breath-

less stories by a half Japmese,
half Irish American writer who
seems to be searching for mean-
ing in the spaces between wa
ald peace, betwen being Japm-
ese md becoming Americm, be-
twen love and loneliness.
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New Leaf Outreach to Elders
Building community, promoting independent
living ad improving the quality ol life ior
seniors in the lesbian, gay, bisxual and
kansgender communities.

Sedices include: Advocacy

S@ial Activities Support Groups

ProfessionalMentalHealth VolunteerOpportunities
couseling Friendly visitors

I\EW LEAF
S E R V I C E S  F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

1853 Market Street San Frilcisco. CA 94'103
tel 415 626 7000 ld 626 5916 tdd 252 8376
ww.NewL€fseryiG.org
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