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Entertaining fantasy is first
in a long run of adventures
,.The Leopard Mask
(Tlre Guin Saga, Book 1)
By Kaoru Kurimoto
Translated by Alexander O. Smith
and ElyeJ. Alexander
Vertical, lnc,, 522.95, hardcover,
231 pages

:ReYiewed by IOIY MILIER

-SENTINELSTAFFWRITER

"r r,,+';ffyss like a fast-paced fanta_
sy tale, W The Leopard Mosh,.
which originally hit bookstores
in Japan in 1979. At the time,
author l(aoru Kurimoto an-
nounced it was the first in a pro-
jected series,
The Guin Saga,
of l00books.

He's up to 87
now, but The
Leopard Mash
is the first vol-'ume 

to be trans-
latbd into Eng-
lish and pub-
lished in the
UnitedStates.

The story be-
grns with the
frrst night in a
long adventure
of three charac-
ters. Guin, a
man with a
leopard mash
wakes up with no memory ex-
cept a single word - his name.
He crosses paths with Rinda
and Remus, royal heirs to the
recently conquered kingdom of
Parros.

The three band together in

the forest of Rood, a hunting
ground of humans by a menag-
erie of supernatural creatures.
Despite the dangers of the for-
est, it is a haven compared with
the nightmale that awaits them
inthe Stafolos Keep.

Guin is unsweningly loyal to
the twins for no apparent rea-
son. The twins themselves, a
strong-willed sister and an
overshadowed brother, are ba'
sically just trying to survive
from one momenttot}te next.

The story moves from one
impossible situation to the next
as the trio attempt to live until
daylight.

Kurimoto doesn't delve
deeply into the
motivations of
the characters
or describe his
imaginary king-
dom in detail.
Still, the book is
quick-paced,
easy to follow'andenormously

entertaining.
Further-

more, Vertical
Inc., a new pub-
lisher that
translates Japa-
nese works into
English, prom-
ises the second
and third en-

tries in The Guin Saga this fall:
Warrior in the Wilderness and
The B attle of Nospherus.

Katy Miller can be rearhed at
kmiller@ollandosentinel.com or at,O7-
420-5510.


