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right arvav. \\41' slroot tlre
thoueh? Because Dallas g,antsthough? Because wants Barrlt to go to
l'reaven and tell Martha nobocly is going to take
her propertv! Dallas escapes in his pic[up, buth9r nrgpi{vlDallas escapes in his picli-trp, but
when hisbodyhrms up attlre bottoin ofaqrrar-
ry pond after a second shooting incident. Bar-ry pond after a second shooting inciden! Bar-
ry realizes he hirnself could bicorne the rrn-
known killert next victim. The author sensi-
{vely depicb the hill people, inclrrding Barry's
childish and fearfi.rl fithir. orvner of tie mor-
hrary whot losing his baftle with Alzheimert.
Forhrnately, Barry has gorgeous Dr. Susan
Miller to love him and tC'* I]'tin't up when he's
iniured. Adept at both the grizzly and the
graceful, de Castrique has pioduced a mar-
velous mystery you won't want to put down.
Agent, Linda Nlen. (Mq, S)

THE BOOK OF LIGHT
MrcHrLe Brttrc... Puhum, $24.95 (224p)
tsBN 0-399-15046-3

l In Blake's third outstanding Lily C.onnor
A mystery (after zoor's Ecrffr Has No Sor-

row), the slightly unorthodox Episcopalian
priesf now a temporary chaplain at Thte Uni-
versity near Boston. helts an old friend from
divinity school on the'late faculty, Samantha
Henderson, with a bigproblenr. The authorof
several besbelline Biblical studies. Samantha
reveals to Lily thit her assistant has been re-
ceivingphotogaphs ofwhatseems to be an an-
cientscroll, ?/ue Booh ofLight,which predatescient scroll, ?/ue Book ofLight,which predates
the New'lestament sospei and inclirdes the
words of Jesus hirnsel'f As Samantha and Lilvwords oflesus . As Samantha and Lily
become engrossed in discoveringthe source of
the photos ind trying to ascerta'in the scroll's
authenticity, it soon i""onr.r.vident that oth-
ers on the sirne quest will stop at nothing to get
whatthey want. In spite of the personal dan-
gers the priest and her friends face, the docu-
ment provides a stepping stone for Lily to clar-
ify hei own p.tro*i dJubts and solidity h.t
spirihral beliefs. Eloquent prose, ashrte sclrol-
arship, convincing characters and vivid set-
tings, from the sheets of Harvard Square to a
monastic community on the Greek island of
Athos, nrake this a remarkable work, raising
tlre genre ofthe parish nrptery to new heighsl
(Mayn)
Forecast: Strong word of mouth among the
Protestant Episcopal conununity should make
this a lead fiXion title at theological seninary
bookstores.

Mystery NOTES
May Publications
In Burning Moon: A lVil Hardesty Novel,
ttre fifth eitry in the acclainred ieries by' 
Sl.rarntrs q,inner Richard Bane (Blackheart
Higlly,ay_), tlre sinking of a fishing boat in a
squall offthe Califomia coast senis PI Hard-
esh'on a harrorting qrrest for justice that leacls
back decades to tfiecollapse of South Viet-
rranr. Blurbs fronr Dennis Lehane, S.J. Rozan
and Don Winslou'rvill help propel sales.

(Capra [wwu).cdpruprcss.corn], $25.95 330p
ISBN t-59266-0il-8)

A bungled kiclnapping by hvo inept psy-
chiahists sets the tone for The Ablative Case,
a lighthearted stand-alone fiom Anthonywin-
ner Ralph Mclnemy, creator of Father Dowl-
ilrg and author of Emerald Aisle (Forecasts,
Sept. 24, zoor) and other titles in l-ris Nohe
Dame mysteryseries. Can the staffofll,ndon
)ohnson Communiq, College, where the in-
tended victirn works in financial aid, cope
witJr th e sp i ral in g mayhem? (F iv e S tar, $Z S.?S S
24 0.p I S BN 0 -7 I 62 -5 23 4 -0)

Linda Berry's Death and the Ice Box: A
Trudy Roundhee Mptery $e third in the se-
ries after Deatlt and the Hubcap (zooo), pres-
enb the Ogeechee, Ga., police ofiicerwith a
particularly perplexing case. When the body
of Karen Willard, who disappeared 3o years
earlier after a wedding shower in lrer honor,
tums up in an abandoned refrigerator, Trudy
must delve into the Dast for answers. /Fiye
star, $25.95 248p ISEN 0-7 862-5233-2i

April Publication
Leap Dayand Other Stories collecb r4rnost-
ly nonseries tales by Francis M. Nevins, a
crime author also admired for l'ris scholarlv
nonfiction, such as his Edgar-winning biog-
raphy of Comell Woolrich. Jon L. Breen pro-
vides an appreciative and informative intro-
dtrction. (Five Star, $25.95 208p ISBN 0-
7862-4321-X)

SF/Fantasy/Horror
THE GUIN SAGA:
Book One The Leopard Mask
Keonu Kunnaoro. TncNsLAr Eo FRoM THE
|ereresr rvAlrxellnnn O. Surrn.Vertical,
$22.9 5 (240p) LSBN 1 -932234-5 1 -9

Originally published in 1979 and the fint of
a planned roo books in the series (87 of which
have already appeared in fapan), Kurirnotot
fantasy provides plenty ofsbaighforward ac-
tion and advenfure. Cuin, a man with no
memory, has the highly rained body of a war-
rior, dre reflexes and fightingstyle ofla large cat
and, nrpteriously, the mask ofa leopard firrn-
lyfixed overhis head.After the duchyofMon-
gaul invades the kingdorn of Palos, Guin res-
cues the regal preteen "twins'ofPanos," Rinda
and Remus, frorn a Mongatrl pahol pursuing
them through the Forest-of Rood. itrin ani
the headstrJng hvins band together to fight
their niuhlal enemies, butfanos, tl're weavei of
fate, has other plans for them. They end up as
prisoners of CountVanon of Stafolos Keep,
q'ho has a curious n'asting disease and an evil
miasma about hirn. Kurimoto has latrnched a
rousing tale ofintrepid heroes, horrid villains
and u'icked supemahlral creahrres. Afast read
uith hardlyanvintenul reflection on the clrar-
acters'part, this book t'ill probabll, appeal
most to voung adult. (/una)

Forecast: A /ruge success inlapan,wheretlrc se-
ies has sold z5 million copies, itrenuins to be
seen whetlwr Kuimoto can win comparable
numbers in tlu U.S. Crossover from manga
fans should give an initial boost.

THE LIGHTAGES
Iax R. Meclnoo.Ace,$23.95 (116p) ISBN
0-441-01055-5

*,Yrl.l'il*if ::'.,ig:;slfi il
ered in England, and it changed the world in
this beautifrrlly wriften, complex fantasy nov-
el, British author Macleod's second (after the
ttnderrated TIv Creat Wheel). Kings were
overthrown. Aether-based industriei fl our-
ished. Now, near the end of the Third Ase of
Industry (roughly the equivalent of our Vlcto-
rian Age), great Guilds mn the nation. Pow-
erfrrl captains of industry live like nobiliry,
while the impoverished masses risk their lives
mining, refining and working with the dan-
gerous substance thatsupporb the economy.
Cracks are beginning to show in society, how-
ever. The po6r are'getting poorer. Quality
workmanship is hard to find. Those who
come into too much contactwith aether often
mutate into sometimes monshous creatures
called changelings. Worse still, there are dark
mrlors that the aether may be mnning out.
The narrator, RobertBorrows, who rises from
near-poverty as the son of a hurnble grrilds-
nran, falls in love with a changeling, partici-
pates in the revolution that brings the Third
Age to its end and winds up among the mas-
ters of the new world that rises out of its mins.
With its strong character development and
gritty, alternate London, this book won't at-
hact fans of Robert Jordan or Terry Goodkind,
but should hold great appeal to readers who
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love the more sophisticated fantasy of
Michael Swanwick, John Crowley or even
China Mi€ville.(May 6)
Forecastz The iacket art-Tlumes-side London
overshadowed by machinery - nice\t cor*rut
tlrc novel's gim, understated feel, but it's urz-
Iikely to grab the attention of the ulearolds of
all agw who tatd to thumb through the SF and
fantasy bookstore shelves lookingforbabes and
broadswords. MacLnod's novellaThe Sumruer
Isles r.r,on a World Fantasy Award.

THE DRAGON'S BLOOD:
The Fourth Novel of the Band of Four
Eo GneeNwoop. Tor, $25.95 (41 6p) fSBN
0-765-30223-3

Forgotten Realms creator Greenwood's
fourtlr Band of Four book (after zaz's ADrag-
on'sAscension),u,ith ib gory and repetitive bii-
tle scenes, n,ill please the faithful, mau'of
them role-plaving gamers, but fans of gentler
fantaq'had beststavauav. Norv in tlre position
of Overclukes, soiceress Embra Silierhee,
uarrior Han'kril Anhanr, thief Craer
Delnbone,sorceress Tshamarra'lirlasom and
ex-regent Ezendor Blackgult uust battle the
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