
o
o
(!
L)
o)
o
F
;;s

b,/xr*
phtt,$^&r
NrtULg

TO ER
r{(X)T,4

ev Dr\\
(2t6p',

lloz
sel lcL i
strbver
il ess,
o" . l ih i

L6r'ar',
u'as kil
pol ice
teacire
Erner;
co\,cIs
about
reilrl)ri
i l t  cIea

clcs lr
leap as
ihcnrv
l,'or thr
sol ici t ,
lncl al
vclope
clocbr
gins to
lated t,
o r - to  d
tlre tor
pockel
a slow
all eil

sco i l l

PO\\'el
r a h o l r

sciousr

THE B
Pnrr I
0 765

lrdp
Ihe i
buf Lur
r  e . t i o r :'  ' " '  b '

t imc l
sh  ips  -

Nilel:rn
clos'u
vanish
u,here
ing. l , t
loves l

) ' ca ls  l

ti.,'e re
ancl N"I
kidnap

llreuril
LeRue
Nilelan
clreanl
t l ra f  H
But  be
k i l l s  he
is that t
back k,

i , l t l l c  o l  : r  r r r t r t , l c t  i r r r  c . l r g l r l i o r r .

s  t o  r e  t r ace  t he  pa th  o f  Ch r i s -
r r ' ,  l r  r r r ,  o r e r i t r "  l : t t r g l c r l  r ' o t r -' . - , ' , ' ' >  " '  b  -

r t n u r g  I l t c  I r c r l i g i o r t .  t o l l e g c .
'ood nel i tal  f :rci l i ty and he r ow'n
' l o r r .  I  l r r .  i . : r r  r r r l [ r r l  t l r r i l l e r ,
r  i r  i t l  t l e . t  r i I l i o t t r  o | ; r v o t k r  o f  r t r l .
. i1rsr Vxl lgl i  56snery and thc krot-
e r r : r in  o f  i t s  c l ra rac ters '  hcar ts .
retta tsarrett. (,lulv)

TWISTED CITY

J,rsoN Sr,rnn. Vintage lB Lack Lizard, S I 2
p(lper (221p) ISBN I -+000 7506-8

. \ [ f e  r  f r r r r r b l i r r g  r  c : i : r L r L l  p r t k r r p  r r r  a  b l r .
f inancial joLrrnal ist Davicl NIi l le r real izes
l r i s  n ; r l l c t  l r : r r  b c e r r  l i l t e , l . , r n t l  l r c  t l r i c k l r
clesce ncls into Nlanhattan's underbel l-v in
Starr 's sinister black conrccly. [ , i fe has been
r o r r g l r  l : t l . l r ,  t l . . 1 , l r , l e p r c * c r l  r r f t c r '  l l r e
c lea th  o f  h is  be loved s is te  r ,  Dav ic l  los t  l r i s
job u' i th the !Val1 Street lounnl. He hates
his nol '  job and despises his vounge r l ive-in
gir l fr icnd, rvho seenrs morc arrd nrore ps\L
chotic eve rl' day'. Brrt th:rt u':rs 1'e sterclar'-
todal '  hc's negotiat ing in a st 'cl tering
closecl- in roorrr in ar Alplrabet City tenc-
rrrcnt rvi th a jLurkie hookcr who clains she
"found" his rval let.  Davicl knorvs she nust
be in on the st ing, ancl thc rvarl let isn't  that
inrportant except for his favorite pichrre of
his sister he keeps in i t .  Br-rt  f i -on facing
mcrc ertortior-r, it takes onll' x L," lrortrs for
the reporter to f incl hirnself t 'ert iginousl) '
plunged into rnrrrder and bl:rckmail .  Starr
(Touglt Luck1, an l ieir of thc blcakly noir
r larrt le of Jinr 

' fhonrpsort,  
is a urastcr art

portraying Ncu' York as a citv of thc
cl:urnecl.  In Darvid he gives his evcr-cr-
panding cult  rei lclerslt ip a trortnal grty,
cahnl-v acce pting a t icket to hcl l ,  u,he re an
encl ing r, i . 'orthr" of Charles Wil leforcl at his
rnost :rbsur cl at'aits hi rl. (/ul)' -z)
FY I : Sfrrrr /ras b e en hirecl to write tm ori gin al
screenplat, for I Ialle Berry,.

ZERO OVER BERLIN

Jorr Srslxr, I 'RANS. FRONI rt tn Jlr ' ,rnusu ey
Hrn oro Yoo't wITH N'lArr Ar : r'. Verticttl,
$22.95 (352p) ISBN I 91221+-0e8

, ' \  nra jor Japancsc t:r le nt in cletective ancl
thri l ler f ict ion appears in bingl ish rvith this
crcel lent, conrl;act WWll t :r le .  Hit ler cie-
cides to br-r i lc l  a Japanese Zero f ighter, and

Japanese 11x1'1 of{icials, r'r'ith rnixecl fcclings
aborrt thc al l iance rvith Germanl, h:rve tcr
fincl sonrc lvav of getting tu'o Zcros fr-orr

Japan to Ger,.  anl ' .  This involvcs picking
t ' ,r ,o narverick pi lots, Lt.  Kcichi Anclo and
\ C O  K r o l r e i  l r r r r i .  : t r r , l , r t r ; t t r g i t , g  l r r , r i r -
f ields in Bri t ish te rr i tol ' ( lncl ia) and Brit ish-
patrol led terr i tory ( lran and Iracl).  Both pi-
lots are \\ 'el l -drawn char:rcters, Ando e spe-
cial ly, and competent sketches of pcople
l ike Ga; Singh, an anti-Bri t ish mah:rraj:rh;
Ando's sister Nl ichiko; and Arlerican pi lot

of fortune Jirr Pun' is lencl clepth to the
book. So clo thc f lving scenes ( inclLrci ing a
raicl on Brit ish Victoria bombers in Iraq,
into rvhich thc Japirnese pi lots are black-
mai lcc l  by ' I rac l i  Co lone l  Husse in ) .  Sasak i
also clraru's on the lvirrtiure historv of Japan
to deal r, i i th themes not well-knorvn to
Westenr re:rciers, inclr-rding the r ivalr,v be-
tr i 'een the Japanese army ancl n:rvy:rncl the
"cultr-rrc rv:rr" betrveer Japanese patr iot i-
cal lv st icking to tradit ional ways and those
r t r : r i n l r i t r i t r g  t r r o d e r t t  t a r l e r .  T l r e  r r  r i l r r r g  i s
\ o r r e l i n r e :  r r r r  k r r r r r d  b t t f  t r c v e r  i t t c o t t t l t r c -
hensible, thc pacing breakneck, the cast a
trifle largc for the length, but the total elfect
a  conrpac t  Jap : rncse vers io r r  o f  a  W.E.B.
Clriffin novel. Agettt, Anrrc lshii. llull-)

THE STREAM
BnlrN Cr.r.nru . Overlook, $23.95 (210p)
rsBN r 58567 528 8

The crc:rturcs of a prist ine val lev strearn
stnrggle against thc changes \\'rought by the
(  o r ' l r ' n c l i o r  o f  r r r  i r t l r r s l  r i a l  l r l r r k  i r r
Clarke s clcbutnovel, rn" 'hich clocunents the
cleteriorat ion of a rural ecosysten in
poignant detai l .  After a poncierons opcning
that clcscribes t lre forces ofnature in u,ood-
ei l  prosc, Clarke hits his str ide as he inter-
\ \ je avcs thc storv of the stre arn's denizens
lvith the storlr  ei lhs macir ir tat ioi ts belt incl,
and protcsts agarinst, the park's clevelop-
r r r e r r l .  I  l r c  l r r r r n n r r  t l u r r l r t t e r r  a r e  l o r g e t -
tablc stcrcotvpes, ranging Frorr a corporate
activist trl,irtg to saye the strean to the yari-

ous erecrrt ives of Coge nt Electronics, t l -re
Brit ish f irnr underrvri t ing thc industr i ;r l
project. But the cl i lernrn:r of thc varr ious an-
inrals and insects is clcscribcd in loving,
painstaking detai l ,  as Clarke chronicles the
dernise of thc local tr-out ancl salrnon, then
n'orl<s his rvay clow'n to thc plight f:rced by,
nayfl ies as thcir cnvironrre rt  is overrun
rl ' i th chokeu'eed ancl si l t .  As a u,ork of f ic-
t ion, CJarke 's book is deeplr ' f lau'e c1: thc an-
irnal pass:rgcs are repeti t ious, and the htr-
m:ur c h :r r:r c te rs s eve r e h, r r n ci e rcl eve l o p c cl.
But as a n:rtural ist ic tre:rt ise , this u:rrr:r t ive
rvorks becalrse i t  br ings homc thc intercle-
penclence of the various:rni lrals and their
he lp lessness  as  the i r  u 'o r lc l  i s  a i te red  and
thc1,2rvs cle stroye d. ' l 'he nove l ist ic blcnrish-
cs rrra1, put off  rraiustrean rc:rclcrs, but the
book shoulcl f ind aclrr irers arnong fans of
envirorrnrerrtal f ict ion. Agent, Anderson
Grinberg. (lu\,)

TALES OF A DRAMA QUEEN
Lnr Nrcuor-s. Red Dress, $ 12.95 paper
(288p) rSBN 0-373-25063 0

What's :r parnpei-ed zo-somethi lg to do
rvhen her r ich f ianc6 goes on a business tr ip
and coines b;rck m:rrr ied to soneole else?
That's the di lemm:r lacing El le Medina in
Nichols's clelightftrll -r, si I l),, vivacious debLrt.
Tmc to t1,pe, the novel begins n'ith a sclf-

absorbecl, i1l-starred larrator u, i th a case of
logorrhca vct i t 's actuerl lv funn\ ' .  Clever
l incs tr-rmblc over onc arnother as t) l le quits
L).C. for Sant:r Barbara, Cali t . ,  u,hcre slre
nr-rst f ind a job, a car, an apartment ancl a
nran. Gctt ing the c:rr isn't  too hard, clespite
her gargantu:rn crcdit  carcl dcbt, ancl the
apartnrent is affordable, even i f  i t 's a con-
verte r l  trol le y. Finding a job spott ing
shopli f ters is casy, too. So i t 's too barcl about
the hott ie u'ho pretenclecl he rvas steal ing,
slred and got her f irccl ancl u'hat about
that arcl-r i tect rvho ke eps catching El le at
her n'orst rnome nts? N{isadventLrres pi le on
misadventures, and Elle's harplessncss bc-
gins to grate - tl.rat is, until she finds slrccess
as a pl-rone ps,vchic and starts grou' ing rrp.
Bcst friencls, difficr-rlt parents, a bacl bo1'ancl
: r  g o o d  o r r e  l l r c  r c c c s ' l 1 1  i r r q r c J i c r r l r  -

r t r e  l r c r e  .  p l r r r  r  t  l e r  e r  p l o l . : r r r  o v e r - l  l r e - l o 1 l
c1irnax ancl a grab-alr:rnkie-even-though-
it's-happv sicle-story about E11c's acloption of
a urangy boxer l:rrned Scab. Agenf, Nancl'
Coffey. (ltLly)
Forecast: This goctd-natLLred, irrepressibLe

fairy tale is better tlun a hox of bortborts;
Shopaholic fans may lrtye a new lrcroine.

F I D D L E R ' S  G R E E N
V.q.N Rnro. Yiking, $25.95 (296p)ISBN 0
670 03320,0

The f i f th (and ostcnsibly f inal) instal l-
rnent in Reicl 's charrning series abor-rt  rur:r l
NIaire's Mooscpath Lc:rgne tracks famil iar
faces t l i rough an cpic lvedding, :r  society
ball and a bizarre backr,voocls fcud that gets
o r r c  V o o r e p a l l r i l r r  r r r  l r o l  u l l e r . ' l l r c  p r i -
psry prot:rgonist is rvisc "gcntle man's gen-
t lernan" Sunciry N'Ioss, t 'ho observes the
jo1'ous 1897 nuptials of Moosepath chair-
rn:rn' lbbias Walton :rnd r,vi l lowy Phileda
N'lcCannol, r 'vhich arrc vcrl i  ng21l1r ruinsd
l r r  l l r e  i r r c r p l i t  l l r l c  r p p c ; t r r r t  c  o f  r  l i c g
marked "nrrn" that's filled u'ith turpcntine .
Moss tests the ronrantic lvaters . ,vi th the
fctching Priscilla Ntlorningsicle at a Portland
b:r l l  short lv after the r.veclding, but thcir
f ledgl ing cc.nrtship is interrt tptccl u,hen
N'Ioss becornes part of a plan to he lp -voung
N{elanie Ring, prcr, ' iously carrpecl out in a
co:r1 cel lar u' i t l i  hcr alcoholic f : ,r the r ancl
disguised as a boy, movc r'vith hcr father tcr
Brownvil le. As the joLrrncv progrcsses,
Nlclanic is spir i ted a\vay bl '  the pecul iar
Charles Nornral l ,  and Moss is also engaged
l;v the nan to scour the local pond fcrr the
l r o t l r  o l  : r  \ o l l r g  t l r o u  r r i t r g  r  i c t i r r .  R e i t l  r e -
captures the optimistic, honrcl-, quirkv tone
of his earl icr books in the n'e clding and bal l
scctions, ancl the later rrrt-- rde r.n1'stery aclcls
a touch of clarkncss, n'hi le a paral lel storl '
involving an optinist ic sai lor se arching for
the titular, possibly my'thical paradise olfers
a compell ing connterplot. This wil l  un-
cloubtcdl,v please Reid's nurrerous fans.
Agent, Barbara Hogenson. (lu\ e)
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