
modern life. ',The greatest danger in a
world dependent on mach,.-^, ,^..,L:.
large sections of our country, .laylq p*
world, can be paralyzed by xr g t.
events-even by the act oF. P"o-
son," he says. "The average 1 -
no idea of the degree to whir
life is manipulated by machir

Still, these concerns dor:
from enjoying the benefits c
success, which have enabreu rrurr ro
retum to his first love. These days the
forty-three-year-old father of two is playing
music again, and he recently joined the
Rock Bottom Remainders, a literary rock
collective composed of superstar authors,
including Stephen I(ng, Amy Tan and
Scott Turow. Something of a ringer in the
group, Iles earns lcudos for both his musi
cal and literary chops, though such praise
doesn't come without an appropriate hint
of danger: "Greg is not just a terrific
writer; he's also a very good guitar player,,,
says bandmate and co-lead guitarist Dave
Barry. "So I will have to have him killed.,,

-Kelli Daley
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Internationaf Menu of Mystery
Some o f the  mos t  exc i t i ns  new s fo r i e<  n f  " , , . ^o^ - ^  - - ^  - . . . _ . -_  , ,Jurns or rne most excrt ing new stories of suspense are currentl/being cooked up outside Jf th. Unit"J ir. i"r.  Tempt your palate

with these exotic treats-now avairabre in *,i.lir]Jni'' ' ' '

: !
l r

Ringby Koji  Suzuki
Beloved in Japan, suzuki has recently exploded on the American scene,,l::l'"ll 

fllq: 
part to,the zooz movie rhe Ring, b,,; ;;;; ;""ir'i,i!',j,',ju,,originaI """]ll; l ,Tif ::f.:':.'..onn..,, il;il;;;l: ;:il;;';;J;ilJ

that ki l ls viewers exactly seven days after they watch rr,

At the beginning ofthe
Brit ish writer Wilf ianr
Brodrick's debut literary
thri l ier, The 6th
Lamentatian, an ald
man thought to be a
rormer 5.5. olf ic€r
claims sanctuary at

Larl<wood Priory. His arrivai sends Father
Anselm, the priory's barrister_turned_
monk, on a mission of discovery and
redemption. Memories and haif_
remembered lies about the Hoiocaust
and the French resistance surface as
Anselm't painfui investigatian pulls three
tamilies into its wake.

Brodrick's own story is an inversion
ofthat of his dogged monk. Once an
Augustinian friar, Brodrick left the church
for personal-injury law. ,,1 wanted to
belong to the ordinary worid of marriage
and mortgage, of dinner parties and
hangovers," he writes ofhis career change.
Brodrick, whose mother was in the French
resrstance, says he,s found secular i i fe
spiritualiy sairsfiTing, rhough the mortgage
"has turned out Lo be a dead end.',

The Shape of Water, The Terra-Cotta Dog and
The Snack Thief by Andrea Camilleri

, ^ l ta l ian .Cami l le r i  
has  long been i  s tap le  o f  European bes tse l le r  l i s ts ,  andh is  s to r ies  ambre  th rough murder  and por i t i car  iupr ic i t y  w i th  a  racon ic  no i r

^sens ib i l i t y .  
The hero ,  Inspec tor  Monta lbano,  l i ves  and works  in  a  smal lS ic i l ian  town where  food,  and the  sumptuour ' f  t r f  ,un  a tmosphere ,  a re  jus t

as excit ing as cracking a case.

In the nrst orKirino's ,fii-?#;??i"f iI;. pubrished in Engrish, agroup of young female factory workei conspires to conceal a murder. At thesam,e time' the ringleader, meranchory Masako, searches for an exit from herdead-end existence. Dark, seductive and occasionaily brutal, O;r;pl";r;;lower classes of Japanese society with a distinctive gallows humor.

The Winter eueen by Boris Akunin
Russian writerAkunin has founJfans in writers as diverse as Anne perry andAlan Furst, and no wonder. His historicar thrirer, set in Czarist Russia, starsErast Fandorin, an aristocratic sreuth on" , .uie*", has catted ,, the 

James Bondof the nineteenth century. ' ,  When the yorng *n of ,  captain of industrv
commi ts  su ic ide ,  Fandor in  i s  pu t  on  the  case.

The White Lioness, Firewall
and The Dogs of Riga by Henning Mankell

ln nine dif ferent novers, the introspict ive smail-town swedish detective KurtWa,l lander investigates crimes in a world that, in his words, has ,,both 
shrunkand expanded at the same t ime." Manket's ryr icar tares of intr igue never rosethe awareness of a society in which the viorence of ci ty r i fe has"penetrated

even the coziest ofcountry vi l lages.

Little I ndiscretions by Carmen posadas
Spanish by way of Latin America, posadas, tale of a deadly weekend

Party on the costa del sor, in which a chef who knows too much is entombed
alive in a walk_in freezer, charms and intr igues in the

- 
style of Agatha Christ ie. Each member of the eccentr ic cast

of characters has a secret to keep, and must hope that i t  wi l l  stay
frozen on the dead chef,s l ips,
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