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shippers required for
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of this powerful
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In sharing his sor-
row with sincere

Sympathizers at a
synagogue, Goldman
finds peace: “The
riches...do not need to
be probated in court.
There is no estate
tax,” he concludes. “I have received a tradition
of ritual practices, ethical principles, and sacred
texts worth more than material possessions.”

(Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune Informa-
tion Services.)
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gamble. But the results are highly rewarding, an

entertaining, informative and dramatic yarn, full of

twists and turns and sweaty palms, read all the

more convincingly by an author who’s not just act-
ing the part.

—David Tarrant

The Dallas Morning News

dell Holmes and Jameg Lowell are such a

part of our American cyltural history that

it’s easy to see them only ag textbook lessons, for-
getting they really existed.

In his debut novel, The pgnte Club, author

H enry Wadsworth Longfellow, Oliver Wen-

'Matthew Pearl never forgets to let the humanity
‘shine through these historijcg) figures. The lives of

the 19th-century poets anq yarvard University
professors Longfellow, Holyes and Lowell, plus
that of publisher J.T. Flelds are not only authen-
tlcally deplcted but Pearl makes them out to be

‘I"he ng
By Koiji Suzukl
 Translated by Robert Rohme
and Glynne Walle
Vertxcai 286 pp, $24.95

By Lauren Gard
Special to The Daily Yomiuri

the subsequent 2002 U.S. movie The Ring, you

may be eager to get your hands on the new
translation of the best-selling novel by Koji Suzuki
that started it all.

Don’t bother. If you haven’t seen either film,
head straight to the video store. The book will leave
you wondering what all the fuss was about.

Kazuya Asakawa is a newspaper reporter whose
curiosity gets him entangled in a horrific web—and
he’s got just one week to escape with his life.

After his teenage niece dies of a sudden heart at-
tack, Asakawa discovers by chance that another
teen died the same way at precisely the same mo-
ment. He suspects he’s got a mystery on his hands.
Little does he know how right he is.

A bit of digging uncovers two more identical
deaths, and soon he has their cause in his hand. It’s
an unlabeled videotape filled with nonsensical,
frightening images and an odd Japanese dialect he
can’t fully make out. One part is clearly compre-
hensible, though: Anyone who views the eerie mon-
tage without performing the charm spelled out at
the end will die in one week.

Asakawa is out of luck, though, as the directions
for lifting the curse have been erased—a practical
joke by his niece and her three friends, who
watched the video and were soon six feet under.

With the help of a strange friend from his high
school days and another reporter, Asakawa begins
to unravel the mystery. But time is running out.

If you enjoyed the 1998 Japanese film Ringu or

AETTHS ™ Hiﬂg doesn t shine

The biggest flaw in this story is the characters,
who never quite come to life and are unlikeable
from the start. Despite the author’s attempts to ren-
der them increasingly sympathetic as the book
wears on, we never care much about what happens
to them. Asakawa is cold to his wife and
daughter (who themselves are hol-
low characters) and even when he
inadvertently places them in
harm’s way he seems only to be
thinking of his own
Tatessis

His high
school friend
Ryuji = Taka-
yama comes off
as a total jerk
(who once con-
fided that he had
raped several
women), though his
brash fearlessness ulti-
mately serves as a per-
fect counter to Asakawa’s far
weaker nature.

The tone of the story is way off. The writers try
hard to sound modern and hip, but end up with a
text that sounds unnatural and childish. Ryuji re-
sponds to Asakawa’s unconvincing pleas to save
his family by saying: “Leave it to me. I'll be respon-
sible for saving wifey and babykins.” Gag!

The Ring’s saving grace is a well-constructed,
fast-paced plot that twists and turns in just the
right places and will carry readers through to the
last page despite the one-dimensional characters.
And at certain points along the way, the book does
manage to fulfill one very important horror novel
function: to be as scary as hell.

It will have readers peeking around shower cur-
tains, double-checking door locks—and immediate-
ly upgrading to DVD players.

Koji Suzuki

NEW PAPERBACKS

Brideshead Revisited
By Evelyn Waugh
Penguin, £6.99

Silvery new edition to mark the centenary of
Evelyn Waugh (1903-1966), this is the most pop-
ular and most controversial of his comic novels,
rightly proclaimed on the new cover as “The

Oxford novel.” It is possible to love this story
abhoiit the decline af a oraat Cathaliec arictacrotd

BY COLIN DONALD

mary of the massive amount of epigraphic and
archaeological research, while eschewing the ro-
manticism that has misled previous generations
of scholars, is nevertheless a powerful stimulus
to imagining the sheer scale and glory of these
amazing buildings. It is also able to focus on the
everyday life of a vanished world, thanks to the
pictorial genius of the master craftsmen who
adorned the buildings, bringing Angkorian civi-




