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A meticulously crafted comilg_of_age tale by recent college graduate Spencer.Tom Banner, at twentysomething, is so innocent that he aliroit b"g, ;;" an advantage of. Adock manager at a Baltimore slrpni5Srm' n" outlfury swallows any indignity that his cretinous bosssteve sends his way' whethSr ittsitlng ,]n"dt;;;""" corporare orientation fi'n with each newbatch of employees or scouring out the r-,"n rat.rr* i" save the cost of cleaners. How is he rewarded?With dismissal, once Steve discovers that Tom nwer repaid the $g0 he never even knew hadaccidentany been added to his paycheck. st"u" 
"u"n-tr,ratens 

to charge Tom with theft, and theinnocent lad panics and skips town. He hid* ;;; b"ean city, Maryland, with Leah Greene, theniece of a Baltimore friend, and waits forhis friend and co-worker conrad Begg to call when the coastis clear ar home. Leah works in a bar.and is obviousrl,inrruppy -o ron"ry. s-rr"-rLl, arhacted to Tom,but there's something so odd and distant about t;r:;;, Tom tries to discourage her_and her uncleFritz' who is determined to set the pair up for so-" ."aron n"ither Tom nor Leah can understand. Tomtakes odd jobs, then finds.something -o. p.**.nt when Fritz,s friend Joe mistakes Tom forsomeone named pete and hires him to work on hi, firhing boat. Tom isn,t a n;;ral_bom fisherman,but he hits it offwith Joe, 
1T :trTsrim " 

ra"ry -Jirg to rive if he srays on. Tom,s rempted butwants to get back to his ord life in Baltimore. orioes he? By now h" *d;rh;;;" fanen in love_but Tom still has to learn what Dark Secret she,s U"*, l?om him.

."" *?iffiTtiil:Tffifi;!'[ifftr1"r1;;o -'a u*i"a secrets: spencermanages to convey the

First in a trilogy by a nevcomer publishing house that promises high-class works from Japan.Ring has sold three million copies in its nartive country, says vertical, been filmed there, and thefilm remade here as a postmodem rro,,* -yrr"ry rJeased by Dreamworks as lhc Ring.In one monthin 1990' four Japanese sldelts-1ho riu""rui.ry n"u, each other die mysteriously of heart failure.Tomoko oishi dies in the family kitchen, shui;hi Iw1t1 on his motorcycle while waiting for the lightto change at an intersection, and Haruko tsu;i anJ ratetrito Nomi in ;" ;; seat of a car whileundressing for sexplay' All four have faces constricted with honor *d ,".; ;;" pulling their headsoff or blinding their vision. Tomoko happens to be- the niece of Kazuyuki Ad;;u, a joumalist, wholinks all the deaths and see-s a sto.y in lt.lap*.r"lou-air- has been through a heavy period of occultreports, and Asakawa's editor only hopes ii has ali died down. A ..d A.uk;;; fi;s in Tomoko,s deskleads him to discover that a[ four ui.ti-, huo watctreo..a uro"o tup. tr,"yjieen wameo againstviewing-a tape, as it happens, that's something or ruirus (in Asakawa, its t olTln 
'*ug", 

cause sweatand shorhress of breath)' Then comes the *"rril.*:. m-r, who view these images are Jitted to die at thisexact moment one weekfrom now. If you do not wish to die, you mustfollot lil) ,n tnctions exactly' ' ' ' Then the phone rings (hence Rrng) and unspeakable bugs invade Asakawa until he slarns down thereceiver' Too rate, though: he has a week to live.'He brings in-urainy Ruiji to help hjm, and Ruiji watchesthe tape. This stifling sense-is it an evil *"tgvz rrr"" 
"sakawa,s 

wife and daughter watch it . . . .You have seven days to live after reaaini ttris reurew. Is that your phone ringing? (Author tour)

FICTION IN BRIEF

Nicely varied selections fr.om 2f althors are organized by Havana-bom novelist Garcia (MonkeyHunting, p' 332, etc.) into sections titled after variols indigenous dances (e.g., ,.Rumb*,, ,Mambo,,,
"Salsa')' Token excerpts from the poety and 'war 

Diaries" of l9ttr+entury revolutionary Josd Marti arefollowed by material composed mostly since the tssqca;tu takeover. The poetry tends toward the floridor obscure (exceptions are Heberto-Padilla s Borgesianliett-pornalt of the othei, and Maria Elena cruzvalera's witty "t ove story for Diffcult rimes'l,"anj or,rr" r,ur,afu or nonn"ti- piJ"s, onry an excerptfrom Miguel Bamet's earthy, gnppng Biogffi tf 
"i)*r"y 

sttve seems distinctive. Selecrions {iomnovels by Alejo carpentier, Josd r-r *;i-t, ;; 
"**i*na,opo*.y 

Jos6 Manuer kieto (author of theNabokovian Noctumal Bune(lies of the R^rli* i*ia are noteworthy, and of eight short storiesincluded, the standouts are calverr casey" g"r,ly ;;;;s ,,The walk , and joumalist Ana Mendndez,sseriocomic portrayal of political exiles *rlt *g 
"*ry,n 

o^*, ,In cuba I Was ;G*-r" Shepherd.,,An illuminating and altogether worttry aJoitron to an excelent series.
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