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herself transported to another world
: users of magic are hunted and killed
vhere the Gardier have established a
I base from which to launch their at-
. Set in the same world as the Nebula
'd-nominated Death of the Necro-
e4 Well's first volume in this new tril-

--, 
.eatures 

fine storytelling and a unique
mixture of magic and early 20th century
science. Her memorable tale is eood addi-
t ion to rnost lantrsy col lect ions.

Nagata, Linda. Memory.
Tor. May 2003. c.4l6p. ISBN 0-312-
81121-8. $26.95. sF

Jubilee and her brother Jolly grow up in
the security of their mother's Temple, pro-
tected against the inexplicable phenome-
non klown as "silver", which rises from
the ground at night, obliterating anything it
touches. When the silver takes Jolly one
night, Jubilee moums her brother until the
appearance of a mysterious man named
Kaphiri anives with the knowledge that
Jo l l y  migh t  s t i l l  be  a l i ve .  Jub i lee 's  voyage
in search of her brother and of the hidden
history of her civilization form a powerlul
coming-of-age story set against a world of
high technology that seems magical in its
manifestation. Nagata's (The Bohr Maker;
Limit of Vlslon) Iatest novel belongs in
most sf collections.

Dart-Thornton, Cecilia.
The Battle of Evernight.

Aspect: Warner. (Bitterbynde, Bk. 3).
Apr. 2003. c.459p. ISBN 0-446-52801 -

Sunlon City and a rebel movement rises up
lo overlhro\ their conquerors. Dcfertt lcis
of the Dragon Cl4, details a second attempt
b1 the  Shan ro  conquer  Sun lon  C i ry  and im-
pose their way of life upon its people. ThLe
of a Feather describes the rise of a desoot
and the city 's internal srruggles to l ight off
tyranny. Filled with its own legendry, phi-
losophy, poetry, and social mores, the world
created by Chang, considered to be Tai-
wan's "father of science fiction," resounds
with grace and style. Elegantly told in a
quasi-formal style, this unusual work, ftrst
published in Taiwan and now available for
the first time in English, belongs in most sf
collections. Libraries with an interest in
contemporary Chinese literature should
also acqulre.

Silverberg, Robert. Roma Eterna.
Eos: HarperCollins. Jun. 2003. c.zl16p.
ISBN 0-380-97859-8. $25.9-5. sF

From Rome's absorption of the barbarian
lands around it to the exploration of the
New World and lhe conquest of rhe Maltrn
Empire, Silverberg's latest tale chronicles
the rise of the Etemal City to the oeak of
world rulership. Eleven cbnnected stories
(some of which have been published previ-
ously in dill'erent forms) depict various
stages ol Roman histor).  spanning more
than 1,500 years and covering periods of
civil war, dictatorship, persecution and re-
public, ending with the desperate attempt of
a smail band of Hebrews to flee to the stzLrs
and gain their freedom. Silverberg's (Zfte
Mujipoor Chruniclest alwuys elegant srory -
telling and vast comprehension of history
combine in this outstandins work of alter-
nate history that belongs inhosr l ibraries

Greenwood, Ed. The Dragon,s Doom.
Tor (Band of Four, No. 4). May 2003.
c.416p. ISBN 0-765-30223-3. $25.95.

The once "Kingtess Lu"d" of Affil;t;*
has a king in young Raulin Castlecioaks,
but peace does not come easily to the land.
As a plague of bbod, madness, and shape-
changing spreads throughour the rel lm. ihe
companions known as the Band of Four.
now overdukes of Aglirta, come together
once more to rid the realm of the priests of
the Serpent. Veteran fanti.lsy cuthor Green-
wood (The Kingless ktnd; The Vacant
Throne; A Dragon's Ascension) crafts an-
other strong tale of heroism and high fanta-
sy set in the unique world of Asmarand.
Likable characters, swift pacing, and color-
ful storytelling recommend this fantasy ad-
venture to most libraries, particulmly those
owning other titles in the senes.

Kurimoto, Kaoru. The Leopard Mask.
Vertical. (Guin Saga, Bk. 1). Jun. 2003.
c.2zl0p. tr. from Japanese by Alexander
O. Smith. ISBN 1-932234-51-9. $22.95.

when the armies of Mongaul 
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neighboring kingdom of Palos, the royal
tw ins  Remus rnd  R inda ercape w i lh  lhe i r
l i res .  l lee ing  to  the  fo res t  where  a  s l range
rnan werring the head ofa leopard ret.ui.
them l rom cer ta in  der r lh .  T r ive l ine  \  i th
the i r  new compan ion .  r . r  ho  ca l l s  h imse l f
Guin and has few memories of his past. the
tw ins  f ind  themse lves  unwi l l ins  gues ts  in
a myster,ious keep ruled by"isinister
count. First publishecl in 1989 and a Japan-
ese bestscl ler, rhe debut t i r le in the 86-vol-
ume "Guin Saga" delivers rapid-fire ac-
t ion .  hero ism.  and h igh  ldventure .  Fans  o f
action firntasy and Japanese animated se-
ries should flock to this title. suitable for
most adult and YA fantasy collections.
lVer t ieu l .  u  ner . r  pub l i sher  ipec ia l i z ing  in
contemporary Japanese f,ction, plans to
publish lhe serics' l l rsr f ive bool i i .  "The
Borderlands Episode," which make up a
themr t ic  and nur ra l i re  un i r . -Ed. l

Weis, Margaret & Tracy Hickman.
Journey Into the Void.

Eos: HarperCollins. (Soveign Stone Tril-
ogy. Bk. 3). Aug. 2003. c.512p. ISBN.

I  q ) /  o { FANTASY

Her memories unlocked and the knowl-
edge of her identity revealed to her, the
woman once known as Rohain and now
called Thhquil, realizes that she possesses
the  key  to  the  Gate  o f  Ob l iv ion 's  K iss .  To
stop a disastrous war between brother
kings of the Fa6ran, she must cross the
land of Erith and open the gate to make a
way tbr the brothers to return to their right-
I  ul home, e\ en al the cost of her o*n free-
dom. Bringing to a satisfying conciusion
the story begun in The lll-Made Mute and
continued in The Lady of Sorrows, Dart-
Thomton's epic fantasy features a coura-
geous heroine determined to fulfill her
destiny. Celtic lore and legend add to the
mythical atmosphere of this standout se-
ries, which beiongs in most libraries.

Chang Hsi-Kuo. The City Ttilogy:
Five Jade Disks, Defenders of
the Dragon City, Tale of a Feather.

Columbia Univ. (Modem Chinese Liter-
ature from Taiwan). May 2003. c.464p.
tr. fiorn Chinese by John Balcom. ISBN
0-231-12852-5.$21.50. sH

Three short novels chronicle the rise and
fall of Sunlon City, heart of a faraway
world populated by waning nations. In
Five Jade Disfts, the warlike Shan conquer

$25.9-5 FANTASY

Even as Dagnarus, Lord of the Void, leads
his foul army on a mission of world con-
quest, the fbur Dominion Lords, one from
each of the world's four races-human.
elf, dwart, and ork-attempt to take the
four pieees of rhe Sovereign Stone to the
Ponal of the Gods in an ef'fort to close the
Void that threatens the world. The final
volume of the "Sovereign Stone Trilogy"
(Well of Darkness; Gua.rdions of the Lost)
by best-selling authors Weis and Hickman
brings together a group of strong male and
female characters united in a cause worth
dying fbr. Strong storyrelling and unique
wor ld -b t r i ld ing  e lemen ls  charuc tedze ihe
collaborative effbrts of the authors and
make this a worthwhile addition to fantasy
col lect ions.

Rosenberg, Joel. Not Really
the Prisoner of Zenda:
A ()uardians of the Flame Novel.

Tor. Jun. 2003. c.384p. ISBN 0-765-
30046-X. $24.95 FANlASY

Erenor, the young wizard, Pirolj, the jack-
of-all-trades and Kethol, the swordsman,
live to revel in their skills and to give their
l i ves  lb r  Jason Cu l l inane.  rhe  r igdr fu l  Em-
peror-a man who refuses to claim his
crown. When assassins and other dansers
lh rea ten  the  l r iends .  they  mus l  invo lve
themselves in a complicated plot of deadly
intrigue. The latest addition to Rosenberg's
popular "Cuardians of the Flames" seri ts
features a trio of gallant rogues in a rollick-
ing, faslpaced adventure that should appeal
to series fans as well as lovers of swash-
buckling fantasy in the vein of The Three
Musketeers. This companion voiume to
Not Quite Scaramotrche and Not Exactl,-
thc Threc Mtrskct, 'ers belongs in most fan-
tasv collections
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