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cooDerative monks, and a distractingly at-

t.u.iiu. female servant bogs down the in-

vestieation. With a Ph.D' in history and a

back"sround in law, Sansom clearly har-

bors i deep affection for and knowledge of

this historical period. However, his novel

is unrelentingly grim in tone, as the 1eade1
is forced to plod along with Shardlake and

the other m-ostly unlikable characters' Al-

thous,h the novel can be superficially com-

oared with the historical mysteries of lain

bears and Umberto Eco, their caliber of

writins is much higher than Sansom's' Ap-

orooriite for larei public libraries only'

iprivieweO in PrEpub Alert. L/ l2l02.l-
lnurel Bliss. Yale Arts Lib'

Skibell, JosePh.
English Disease.

Algonquin. Jun.2003. c.256p. ISBN l-

56512-257 -7 . $23.95 . F

Melancholia was once known as the Eng-
lish disease, and touring the ruins of antiq-
uitv was seen as a cure, since, as the author
noies, "contemplation of actual ruins
would make one's own ruined life seem less
hateful." This new novel by Skibell (A
Blessing on the Moon) begins with Charles
Belski and his wife, Isabelle, pitching a tent
in the American Southwest and arguing
about Mahler. If Alma couldn't be faithful
to the genius Mahler, how can any marriage
stand i chance? And if she could clandes-
tinely have affairs. why couldn't she clan-
destinelv compose? Belski spends the
whole of this novel trying to save (or end)
his marriage and coming to terms withwhat
it means to be a Jew in contemporary flmes'
Later. on a trip to Poland with a musicolo-
sist colleague, he muses about the insanity
5f oavine io see the sites where his ances-
tori werJshuehteredl visiting ruins doesn't
seem to cure ihis patient. Despite the s9b-
iect matter, this ii a widely entertaining
itory-particularly because of the absur-
dist"iuxiapositioni. The exposition on the
Mari Brothers as a model of "the Ascent
of the Assimilating Jewish Man" is price-
less. Hiehlv recommended for literary fic-
tion colections.-Debbie B o genschutz,
Cincinnati State Technical & Communitlt
Coll. Lib.

*Sullivan, Mark J.
Jonah Sees Ghosts.

Akashic. Jul. 2003. c.206p. ISBN l-
888451-04-1.  PaPi  $13.95.  F

This debut novel follows the conflict in
the adolescent world of l5-year-old Jonah
Hart, who sees ghosts after the death of his
alcoholic father Jonah's awkward initiation
into adulthood is constantly-and some-
times humorously-intemrpted by his vi-
sions of these ghosts, who sit beside him
and his eidfriend at the movies or block his
entrancd to school, making him tardy to
class. Peers ridicule Jonah's increasingly
oecutar behavior, and he withdraws deeper
into his dream world, despite the growing

father pulls him out of his dream ' ..;'.*6; ;i;,.",0;.ro,.r;X,, V\V.^vtl1*,rrrlrr,{, Vl t*U
Y,il ,f;3i1r,"ffi11#ffi:,[r, rhis is a stun_ turar rines as rhe characters advise, comfort,
;;; i;;F;i he uJoii,i". personatity of an and support each otrer. Highly recom-

;;;i.*#ilfi;;dh;[; iumity. n.c- mended ior popularfi ction collections of all

;;;il;d i6. dt ,""oniury scnobt anO sizes, it is aiso available in Spanish (ISBN

ffil;]il;;;._DavirtA.nirona,(Jniv.of o-3r2-3r812-X, $13.95), so both editions'i;;-i;;;;ht;,, rti,r',o,' li;;t$ *;$ff1i$t?:ll6:iTrrT,';
Suzuki, Koji. Ring. Mosley, Glendale P'L, AZ

Vertical. Apr 2003. c.352p' tr. from Japan-
ese by Robert B. Rohmer & Glynne Wal- W.eisberger' Iaauren-'

t.v. iSeN Lg32254-00-4.$24.95. p The Devil wears Prada'

n # itt ...1" op.ning to its chilling conclu- Dorbleday Apl' 20!,3 c'320p' ISBN 0-

ri*,-tfrir nou"i by ihe "stephen-King of -385-50926-X' $21'95' F

[rii' *iff t*p ."uo"r. gto"h to its piges. This chic read is sure to take the fashion
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n"mO Seprember nlgiii. fo* tupu'i.t. world bv storm. althoueh the literary world

teenagers die suddenJy: the cause iideter- may find it lacking..Wiisberger.,.lormer as-

;i;;a 0" be heart tature, rut the look of sisrant to vogue Tditot, Anna.rgintour, has

il";;; ;;1h* iaces lnoicates that some- created a fictionalized tell-all d la Emma

tirlrrg r"oi"o*atural was to blame. When MclaughlinandNicolaKraus'.s.TheNanny
he realizes his niece *u, o* of ttre victims, Diaries. Andrea is a nice Jewish girl from

i;t];ffi Gy"k Asakawa decides to in- suburban Connecticut who, as Weisberger
';;il;. 

nr r6*.fr f"uAs 6m to a cabin in repeatedly tells us, lands "a job a million

lilir"ir:,.Ji.-#,'*^fr"." tt" nnOr * u* giits wootA die for" as assistant to Miranda

ilk;a;;td;;ape ttrat ttre four teenagers Friestly, the imperious. editor of Runway

-uv truu" ui"r""it. cu.ioor,.qruku*u *u:t h- magazine. But the job is more like inden-

;; iti-; ;.*r ol OisturUing and enigmatic tured servitude with a one-year contract;

images is followed by u 
"r#py 

wamiig that l4-hour davs are de risueur and encompass

ii'. ii.#i *ilr d; li ; ;;;['";;'hE i;i- such deliglits as sortin-g Miranda's laundry'

lo*r.".tuin inrtrortionr. U*o.tonately, this fetching her lunch, and responding insiant.

;;;iGt^p; tus Ueen-erarea, *.i n"* 1y to such commands as "Ahn-dre-ah, hand

Asakawa is in a race agarnst time to solve me a scarf." The canot at the end of the

;h; ,rj'.1"t. Despite thE m"foOra-atl" anO stick is the promise of a dr.eam job withThe

,"*"-ti."r'"nU"lievable pf,oi t*irt., *o. It N.e1v lorkei, which somehowmakes palat-

* ..gr"116g read. First iutii.tt.O in Japan able Miranda's invectives and the ensuing

i" i96i, the"novel *ur tfi. Uuti. iointgr. downhill slide. of Andrea's,personal life'

one of Asia's trigheS-grosfu films er7er, This fast-paced black comedy has enough

anditsAmerican t" X",'fil-'niii.Funtoi dirt to piease any.fashionista but should

concern of his onlY friend, Ross
mother. It is esPeciallY ironic th
one such episode, the ghost of his

illii;;til;". ficrion and readers inter- ,erve ai far ryarning fo1 gyery girl who

ested in Japanese pop culture will enjoy'- dreams of working at a fashion,magazine

w;rd"wi;,"Lii-,ytii**r;' 3*":,y:T#,t:f.,ffi%I"llJf;l#i"ffii?:;
*Valdes-Rodriguez, Alisa. demand' [Previewed in- Prepub Alert' U

fnl]i,1i'Criii Soii"r Cr"u. 2trt13.l-Stacy Aksi, Southwest Ctv' Re-

St. Mariin's. May 2003. c.320p. ISBN 0 - gional Lib" Boca Raton' FL

312-31'381-0. $24.95. F
Lauren, Rebecca, -Elizabeth, Sara, Amber' 

ShOft StOfieS
and Usnalrys ("oohs-nah'vees"), or the sa-
rlar iJitty'gitis), as they call'ihemselves, Iag-nemma, Karl' On the Nature

Lr" t."ri rf;*di ro. tt 
" 

purt decade, since of Human Interaction.

;il;;t; ufsotton Universitv. lhev're all Plll M"v 2003' c'224p' ISBN 0-385-

iutinu, tot they're as varied as the culture 33593-8' $22'95' F

itJi, i'.p**"lng differeni shapes, sizes, Iagnemma would seem to be a paradox:

."finib".l ethniciti-es, and skin tones. ttrer he;s a notable author of short stories whose

;;;ffii;;;;i;;ia[;u-i" diu..t", too, works have won a Pushcart Prize and a

dftGil; ffia m .uituiur 
"ooro.ion 

to paris Review Discovery Prize as well as a

"fii7--tfiiiit"r"V. 
As close as sisters, these research scientist in the mechanical engi-

voungwomen-"" . .u"ry . , i *monthsinneer ingdepartment^at .MlT ' Infact , these
fi;;;";ili;";;;A;ti"b1"-s and their disparite aipects of his personalitv. w.or\

t""Lpi,i Urt it is ttreiiunspoiien r"."tr togither; he seamlessly blends the lyrical

lfr"i iOO'tf,. edge to their ielationships. an{the^qregis.e.tocreategemlikelittlepor-
F".-"i Arrr, ,"Gtob, journalist Valdes- traits oflndividuals who seem suddenly to

i;d"stt has written "un in.t"Oiur" nttt traye ciirqtrt tlr;f ^::1t:^'1"*lt:,i:::":I
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