
that may affect all existence is about to take
place. Unforhrnately, only one set of aliens
knows whatthat event is and their nrlins dicta-nrlingdicta-

story customary for such epic-scdC S[, y*his
protagonisbandrhe uorlds *rey orplore dwap
feel rich and real. May ry)
Fllt Andercon died in zrtor

REDTHUNDER
I9.qryt1!1s-r. lce, $23.9 5 (1 16p) ISBN 0-
++141015$

*#r'"T:F#;xSr,"wf ::#il
Hotntry ,thretens o land on trlan a few darrs
before the U.S. shuttle vehicle Ares Sevm,
washed-up o<-ashonaut Tnvis Broussard, his
brilliant but unconventional cousin, |ubal,
and four kids from Florida decide to build
their ovn private spaceship, Red TTnnder, md
get ftere first in this rirating SF thriller from
Hugo and.Nebula auald winnerVarley. Jubal
niN Invented an amazrng new pon er source,
the Squ-eezer, which pd,,ides inough thrui
_t9-g9t $eq to Man in a mere three dap.
While dre Chinese and odrerAmericans head
to lvtan dre longuay, dre team worlsfeverish-
ly to build a siacevuorthy craft, because al-
though they all want Americans to land on
lvfan finf a morc presing reason for theirvis
it to the red planeftriscs. iubal has discorcred
a potentially disashou design faiv in &es Sar
ea, which has Travist ex-wife aboard. With a

torship is hell$ent on keeping it that way. Lir
sa-Windholm, an Earth wimin with a qiiritof
advenfu re men find attactive, is determined m
uncwer the mptery and share *re knowledee
with weryone. Lisa and her parkrer Karl,-a
Vrannosaurus-like scientisf make some star-
ding archeological-discoveries on the planet
Jonna aboutbeinp knovn as dre Forerunnen,
but a psychologically scaned st
and an impressiraly ancient and

stanhip captain
rdprofit-rninded

human rogue ha\€ other plans?or the relics.
Mwing fiom one key sequence tc anotrer, An-
derson omib much of the buildup and backderson omib much of the buildup and back

Deftly weaving dtemate hishcry with badi-
tional spaceoperi elemenb (th" it""ty "iuit-

plau{ble coverstory, a lotofhelp and a raided
bustfund, R d Thunderyetbuilt Will it cre
aton evade the feds who keep nosingaround?
WiII *rey launch? Will dreybeat$jChinoe
to Man? Can they save ltres Sent? Do rrou
hara to ask? In heend, drey put dreir livei on
the line,provingtratEveryririn cin bea hero,
too. Widr hilarious, well-drawn characters, or-
haordinary sihrations presented plauibly, plus
o<citing action and adventure, this book
should do thunderouslywell. (AprJ
Forecast The Tom Clancl-bh iacket ai is
misleading butVarley\ nann in futype at rte
top wiII nnne this reachq his rcre audience of
mdle adolqcettts and young men-

WASTEIAND OF FLTNT
Tno-nres-Flenr"w .Tor, 927.95 (132p) ISBN
0-765-30192-X

ian archeologisf the band ofloyal merbenar-
ies, *re unorthodox yet honor-bound naval
captain), Harla n (The Dark Lonf) presenb an
SF "puzzle" novel highly sensitive to charac-
terand culture. Employees of the Company
and the star sailon ofthe Fleet explore Eph-
esus III, a mptery planet left traf-reUriitt
Whilc the Companysew€s asa standard-issue
coqporate backdrop, the unusual Fleet repre-
senb the militaryarm ofa dualAztec-fapanese
empire, Imperial M€xica. Swedish-Russian
GrebhenAndersen, an o<ile from dre lastna-
tion tro resist the Imperial Mixica conquesb,
leads the Company team. To discover the se-
creb ofEphesus III, she must work witr Green
Hummingbirrd, who's an Imperial iudge and
nauallis (shaman). Mibuhara Hadeishi, a
Fleet Clru.la (commander), lends support as
heskuggles tokeep his ideals, despite his lack
of opportunity in aclass'ridden Imperial mili-
tary. In a plotthat draws heavily on Aztec and
fapanese haditions, Gretchen and Hum.
mingbird clash orar their dtremate wap ofsee
ing (scientific and mptic), but leam to ryn-
thesize their oqertise. While the book shonis
somemilitaryhardware in action, Harlan pub
frr greater emphasis on dre worhngs ofminds,
whetherhuman oralien. (Apn d

SNARE
KrrssnNs IGRR.Tor, $27.95 (592p) ISBN
u31239045-1

Popular fantasy author Ken (the Deverry
series) once again crosses genres to deliver a
large*ale SF advenhre, with crowd-pleasing
resulb. Three very diferent groups ofhurnan
settlers go, not all willingly, to the planet
Snare: a band of Islamic fundamentalisb, a
goup ofhone tsibes and the pragmatic Can-
tons people. All descend on Snare's indige-
nous reptilian species the ChaMeech, and
eightcenturies ofterritorid and social turmoil
follow. In Kazraiistan, the despotic Gemet
GreatIGhn rules the followers of theThird
Prophef but a secret rebel organization led by
Captain ldresWarkannan seeksto restore dre
rightful heia Jezro Kahn, long assumed mur-
dered by Gemel Warlcannan seb out to find
fezro with his nephew Arkazo and Yarl
Soutan, a renegade Cantons sorcerer, who
claims to be searching for the lostA,rk of the
Covenant, thc setders'original ship. Mean-
while, suspicious of Soutan and Warkannan,
Gemet sends Zhir Benumar, one of his elite
rarrion, to discover dreir plans. In d're guise of
a disgraced soldier, Zahir ioins a hone bibe
led by [re inquisitive Spirit Rider Ammadin,
hoping to use the kibe as cover whilc he fol-
loun Soutant tail. Matten grow more com-
plicated when a ChaMeech named Water
Woman aslsAmmadin's help and tells herof
a powerful sorceress named Sibyl, who may
be the last link between Snare's inhabitanb
and dreirdistantpast. Though the ending6lls
a litde flat, Ken masterfully manipulates the
converging plot lines. (Apr" d

RING
Kop Suzuru, rner.ts. FRoM THE IApAl.tEsE By
Rognnr B. RoHMen,rNo Gmlrvs Wlr,t,rx.
Vertic aI (www.verti c al-inc. com), g21.9 5
(356p)ISBNI-!sn3$0-l

The success of the zoozAmerican movie
The Ping, a remake of Hideo Nakatat Rrneu.
has orcited interestboth in the orieinal fiim
and in the novel on which it's basedlThe plot
will be fimiliarto the movieb many frns, a re-
porter, Asakana, connecb the diath ofhis
niece tc the deadrs ofthree other high school
studenb. During his investigation, te discor
en a'videotapJ with a 6rrib[ wamins:'Those who view drese images are fated to di-e
at this exact moment one ieek from now."
With the aid of a friend, Asakawa haces the
video to an alleged psychic and her daughter,
Sadako. As-in a classic ghoststory, frte si-ngles
out one, often innocen-t character as a scalpe-
goat But the misogmistic society that peri+
cutes Sadako and her mother must ultimate-
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ly bear wihress to ib sin-or perish. Despite a
somewhat pedeshian and 

-urrintentionally

comic prose style that seems derived from
manga comics ('Ryuii was righiMen could
not bear children"), fans of the movie won't
be disappointed.Anyone curious in how the
fapanese see themselves will find this book a
fucinating, and ultimately highly disturbing
ocperience. Wr.rS)
Forecastu Apdy billed as the lapanese Stephan
Kng (fucdw; both witet Winde insngh* inn
how their rcspectfue anlfures vita,,t themselves),
Suzuki once tde a motorqcle fiom Califomi
to Fhrida. Anational aurtorbur, by ptesum-
gbly moJe conyentional transpo/.i's sure to
bqst sales, since thqe was no ma.s-market tie-
intothemwie.

SF/Fantasy/Horror
NOTES
April Publications
Vrsitations, Jack Dann's fi rstfi ction collection
in more than io yean, feahrres r4 stories by the
Nebula Arvard-winningAushalian writer, in-
cluding l/isiton," "AC-old Day in Mesozoic'
and 'The Dybbuk Dolls: (Five StaL$25.95
?55p ISBN q7862-4961-7) The same pub.
lisher also offen Nieht Uves: Nine Storib of
the Dark Fantasti-c, by Phyllis Eisenstein,
which includes such chilling tales as "Night
Life," "Dark Wings" and ..Altar Ego" (with
Alex Eisenstein\. lfZS.SS zeZp ISBN -#58-7)

Fans of genre clasics won't want to miss
two worthy reisues: Shangen (1978), a novel
of galactic adventure and romance by emi-
nent SF editor Gardner Dozois (iboohs, $12
pdper lg2plSBN 0-7434-5846Xh and Edgar
Rice Burroughst homage to Anthony Hope's
fuisonerofZenda, The Mad l(ng, which first
ran as a serial in All-Story Weekly in r9r4-r5
(YVildside finw.wildsidepras.coml, $32.9i
2e4p ISBN I -5 9224 -933 -7 ).

JefteyThomas! kfierFom fhdes, the ftst
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