
th'e'prcji rEvoGi iiouno a- sfiallgr-oup gr
mediii and one Iedi in a M.A-S-H-like unit
ihat treats victiris of the Clone Wars'"'TffiGh 

Det Rey holds the license for
rauifnEtion and anything related to the
Stur Wars films, publishers such as Scno-

editor forLucas Licensing, and shery sha:
piro, editorial director for Del Rey.^ 

"Peoole love the books because me
struesl'e of good vs. evil is timeless," says
S-fiJfrfio, wn"o edits all the Star Wars novels'
;iit'itiiraCter-driven, and the Force is

dnser ro tne DarrK >roe--

The first Stnr Wars
Dlanned as a series. Storl
bver the authors created
piro, Rostoni and scien,
james Luceno designed
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When Koii Suzuki's horror novel
Rfnswas released in JaPan in i991'
ii fras a smash hif in a market
where horror merelY filled a niche.
Critics hailed Suzuki as the Ste-
nhen King of JaPan. Ring and its
hflo sequels, SPiral ancl LooP' solo
4 million copie3. Ring gav-e birth to
j successfui laPanese filrn fran-
chise. and in-2002, DreamWorks
released a hit remake of Ring star-
rinsNaomiWatts.

P"ublished in laPan in 1995' SPi-
ral is finallv available in English'
RnA it startiwtrere Ringleft off.

Spiral
Bv Koii Suzuki
Virtiial, 288 PP., $24.95

In Rins. a iournalist named Asa-
kawa ant his friend RYuji investi-in? fris friend Ryuji investi-

the simultaneoul ileaths ofsate me slmutaneous uedurr ur
iour teenagers whg suffer.heart
iiiiure one"week after watching a
mvsterious video. After viewing
th"e tape, the men embark on a
missioir to save themselves from a
similar fate. As Spiral op^ens, Ando,
a forensic doctor, is Pertormng an
autopsy on Ryuji, thti final victim in
Rine.- 

frhen Ando closes RYujiS bodY'
he finds a small Piece of newsPrint
stickins out of the stitching. On it
are rwi numbers: 178 and 136.
Ando later realizes that the num--beis 

are a code that, when deci-
ohered, translates to the word
arins." Thus begins his iny-es$Sf-
tion"into what lie evenrually dubs

'spiral' spiry sulPeqspful tale
rnitrere Uirltler'Ring' left off

the "Rine Virus." The more Ando
finds out]the more he realizes that
something insidious is going on'

For thoie who havent read Ring
orieen the HollYwood movie, SPi
ral stands alond as a well-written
medical thriller.

SpirolS tone also difers from that
of hine. The horror in Rfng was
made itore immediate and viscer-
at 

-Uv 
a one-week deadline for the

ihaiacters who saw the video.
There are no such time resffictions
in Snirol. Instead, the fear that per-
meites the story steadily grows in-
to something with larger' more
deadlv implications.

On ttre'personal level, SPirol is a
novel about how People connnue
to affect us even-after theY -have
died. And like memories of the
OLld. spirots sinister events,will
linsei iri the reader's mind, at least
unh roop becomes available in
English sometime next Year.

Excerpl
While investigating the
simultaneous-deaths bY
heart attaclc of four
young People in To]<Yo
and I(anagawa Pletecture
on tne evenng ot
Seotember 5th, Asakawa
hatl come up with the
idea that the culPritwas'
some kind of virus . . .
Asakawa had succeeded
in findine outwhen and
where t[efour had been
tosether: Auzust29th,
e>iactlv a week before
their deaths, at South
Hakone Pacific Land, in a
rented cabin,Villa Log
Cabin No. B-4.
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USATOD$.com-'spiral' spins suspenseful tale where thriller'Ring' left off

e Click to Fnir+t

'Spiral' spins suspenseful tale where thriller 'Ring' left off
By Christopher Theokas, Specialfor USA TODAY

When Koji Suzuki's horror novel Rrng was released in Japan in 1991, it was a smash
hit in a market where horror merely filled a niche. Critics hailed Suzuki as the
Stephen King of Japan. Rrhg and its two sequels, Spiraland Loop, sold 4 million
copies. Rlng gave birth to a successful Japanese film franchise, and in 2002,
DreamWorks released a hit remake of Ring starring Naomi Watts.

Almost 10 years
after its Japanese
publication, Splra/
is finally available
in English.

Published in Japan in 1995, Spiral is f inal ly available in
English. And it starts where Rrng left off.

ln Ring, a journalist named Asakawa and his friend Ryuji investigate the
simultaneous deaths of four teenagers who suffer heart failure one week after
watching a mysterious video. After viewing the tape, the men embark on a mission to
save themselves from a similar fate. As Spiralopens, Ando, a forensic doctor, is
performing an autopsy on Ryuji, the final victim in Ring.

When Ando closes Ryuji's body, he finds a small piece of newsprint sticking out of
the stitching. On it are two numbers: 178 and 136. Ando later realizes that the
numbers are a code that, when deciphered, translates to the word "ring." Thus begins
his investigation into what he eventually dubs the "Ring Virus." The more Ando finds
out, the more he realizes that something insidious is going on.

For those who haven't read Ring or seen the Hollywood movie, Spiralstands alone as
a well-written medical thriller.

Sprra/s tone also differs from that of Ring. The horror in Ring was made more
immediate and visceral by a one-week deadline for the characters who saw the

http: i  /usatoday.pr int th is.c l ickabi l i ty .com/pt /cpt?act ion=cpt&t i t le=USAT0DAY.com+-+%2?Spira l%2 7+spins+suspense fu l+ta le+where+thr i l ler+%2 TRing
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ffirpin"suspenseful tal€ where thriller'fung' left off

. There are no such time restrictions in Sptra/. Instead, the fear that permeates

the story steadily grows into something with larger, more deadly implications.

On the personal level, Spiral is a novel about how people continue to affect us even
after they have died. And like memories of the dead, Spirals sinister events will
linger in ihe reader's mind, at least until Loop becomes available in English sometime
next year.

Find this article at:
http ://www. usatoday.co m/l ife/books/reviews/2004-06-23-spiral-x. htm
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