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Whmproppedup inbedwithdimfroving

book, I ofteu 6ad mysell sru pacil, ad

th6 uable to ssibble my knowing glosses

lext to p4sages of ilterest, Wadedtg over

tiol (Sole otlo member:

]reves,) He lmves his ucle
ed aurt's houe in MoDt-
clair to visit the Catsldlls
tom of Shilou Sprjlgs,
where he cliscovers het
be@ accepted to the pFsti-
giou Rose Colouy i::
Sdatoga Springs (!ead:

Yaddo). Hqe Ames's coEic
gifts gid&Iy bloon Feliow
denizem include a gargu-

hr@progro diEctor soF
barbatively gobed that bis
employees could "flIe a
class-actioD suit agaist his
sit" ud a sculptess whose
stupeudous booker smds
Al@ back to his adoles@nt
pruals oiKrdft-Ebing. Fil-
tingly, eveuts cliru wittr a
hasty heist of the sort habit-
ually udertalen by Wod*
hroe's origiaal hm.

A n d a l a B e r t i e , A l e
teDds to talk without pu-
pos*udess that purpose

is to eDtertai!. He leslizes
his knowledge of Bud-
dhim comes entirely fiom
tea boxes, @d then wou-
d6 if in hct &e baditios
ths syqopsized i]1 fact be-
lolgtoHinduim. HehE-

pets sertios, onlyto discovergaps, which
he o u icklv fiIls wi $ vet morc osertiom:

i'I 
lusi wuted io say that I tbiak the

word Iis ttre saddest word in the English la-
guage. To me it De4s failw, disappoint-
Eent, heartt €sk, @d deatb- Nothing good

comes olbeiug m'I.'I(aM what the saddest
word itr Frcnch is? /e. . . . I dont }oow my

other words for L Wait, yo is fi! Sp@ish. But
yo doesn't soud sad. Maybe that's why

latiu m ia a good mood most of the time.

Icfi is tbe Gemu one. My grup of foreigr
t@gus is bettq the t thougbt. Ictr souds
like they're disgusted with themselves
Ivtaybe tlat's why Gemm de so isue.
'Ihey do sem to be bett* lately, though- I

doat tbink they'll give tie world touble

agaiD,butlrcuDevqkDw . ., Almost allpee
ples hare a dok period, though theim re
verydak" [.. .]Everthe Smdinaviro, who
ae sort of perfect<lem streets, Sood
healtiw, active sexlive--lnd a dak p+
riod, a bdef Mling pboe, but sime then
they'vebenverywell behaved."

Towhich J@vsrespdnds, "Awalk,sir?"

Jeeves's shadowy preseoce-does uy-
oae else se him?+uggests het a Egment
ofhis reter's alcoholluciaatilg mi!d. He's
"always appeuirg ed disiDtegratiDB,"
accuulating "like hui&ty" wbeuever
Ala needs hin. And AIu periodically

feus ttrat tbe Rose Colony is, i! fact, a meq-
t€l.istitutios.

Mimrilg tbe everyone-is@y trcpe is
the this-is-all-a-drem bope. Both the 6r5t
odlastlile of t'foke Up, sdcontai! its tide
pbnse, ud frutlo coutemplation (prefa-

tory to mi afteBoon Eap) rcveals the story to
be perhaps nothiug more tho the otic
prcducts ofa dep sluber Onehopes Ames
ses frtto stirup such pw tancy agaia. Hw
is abook, rigorou m a drem mdwell veati-
lated with wit. itr which the model of Alm's
ru seres m tho perfect metaphor Id est, a
closic of aprice.

TYAKEUESIR!
ByJonathanlmes

SclibDe!, 334fP.

Rrngsequel terms of the world, possibly hurts you

filnt manga,TVseris, and a omputergame.The
boldest twist of Spid/, tie second book in the
Ring trilogt is to antrcipaft thit media conhgion.
Sadako, the vengeful spirit whose cryptic life

fEgments infed the video, turns out to be

5chehe6zadein BveEqSheha5buta singletaleto
tell-heroM-but l,00l po$iblevenu6.

SprTols principal pl6ue lis in the jn@tion

with rryhidr Suuki @rlc Edatioro on the motifi of

the odginal nMl. Even as tie English rcd thg fluc-

Both a uideotape and
a uirus need humans in

order to reproduce.

SPIRAL
ByKoiiSuzuki

vertical,2Elpp.
124.99

tud6 betwen noun and w6, I both a videotape
and a virus oc@py "a poirt betreen the animaG and

the inanimate"-they need humans in oder to
reprcdu@. And indeed, it tums out that qposre to

the imags ink5 dre body with a virus iooking r
madcbly like a wedding ring, which p€fom its M
alchemic maniage of opp6its.Theviser is imprcg-
nated with the storltellerheEeli a hemaphrcdit€.

Sadako's media empke tlrerhs beyondtape
to claim the Ji.5t bookaswell: ltstext also @rris he.

disease.The clainsthis @n@it naks forSuzukfs
p@ (dEccte6 ffnd the loctio6 and dlaccteE of
Riag impdnted on their ninds with 'absolute fi-

delity') sem $dly ove6tated on the eviden@ of

these tEnslations. But no doubt function trumps

beauty in a diseed hiecrchy of €lu6.Those af-
flicted are sure to be impatierf for the conduding
tum: Loop, due out next yeat B. im '

r'Fr
I he fama*ic is a oene beteen. In the zone

thatsepaEt6 lifr and d;ath, dream and Mking life,
it offu6 a playful prom;se -orthreat- of an experi-

en@ beyond the limited efficacis offiction: a story
that @n shift the tems of the world and perhaps

even hurt you. Koji Suzuki ltsunched a Eonant
modm iteEtion whm his novel Ritg ms publi5hed

in Jasn in l991.Sin@tien, Eriations on histaleof
E cuEd vidsGsette with the pwerto kill ils vis-

eE have mutated aq6s @ntinents and thrcugh

to the deskis out of the quetion, od so I r+

ff *TT:ffi::I*":"# PLU |t| L0 C0
oped a protubmce at mil! edge so well- EEIIf,K

suited to ttris pEctice tlat I have chos4 not

to frle it away, in ordqforit to be pNed ou to
fuhue genemtiou, a boon to tbeir sPine
scholuship. Uke Alu Blair, the depssed
but somehow cheering hero of Jouathu
Ass's gri!-gwitrg uew novel, Woke Up,
snl my kuowledge of Dryini@ prccesses

is fu from irtiuate, but I deem tlis ge-

nealogical gift worth a shot
I briag up this ghxdy a$air of defrciag

i,b.'6 with LD.'s uot oDly b@6e it sm
aprcpos to get matomical when dis(Nbg
the work of Amerucooteu of sheuules
ad the perbmrc artistlomc Mangim
--iut also bruwe tr4la&e Up, 5r] genmted

a uusually high rate of thubnail activity,
to the degree ttrat page 288 now hd a small
perfontion, D€xt to tlee Iimpid liaes:

"When I woke up, mther euly, there
were lovely shafts of light frltedng i[to the
rcom. lt w6 oDe of those sr@er momings
where you foBet that the world is on the
verge of enviromental collapse."

When I woke up: Ames's book is a
drem, in several serces. It's a superlative
perfommce, fust ofall, mrrying the grac*
fir1, DoqjudgDental style exhibited ir T.he
Ertra Ma (1998) with that of P.G. wode-
house (1881-1975), huorist pd excel-
lerce. wodehouse's books have been
receiviag ttre loyal treatmelt lately hom
Overlook Press-uifom clot! editions,
whiruical jackets, spiffX eodpapers, (The

most lecent batch of r*relemes includes
the highly recomended Ulotdge.) Ames
oot only chmels the mGtert zippy vocab
(ore "gargles" mtherttro simply drb.kslbut
also his most fmous creation, Jeeves, infi-
dtely capable valet (ed de facto supercgo)
to the high-iiving, esily disbacted, eter.
nally put-upon BqtiaWooster Id this book,
he's Alm Blair's "gendemu's gende@,"
his oosish fulded with lawsuit Droceeds.'But 

is Ala a sentlemu? H" hs some
Woosterish he's also o tme-

Crrry on, lmet!

habable alcoholic, a hlpochondriac p!€tq'

mturally athned to his s€rctoniD ud i!-
sulin levels, md a uovelist working on abmk
much like ADes's Extro M@ [A! aide-
mdmotistic @relope contaiu'MyRmdoE
Thoughts That Perhaps C@ Be GiveD to the

Nmtor") Ee's absorbod in Anthouy Pow-

e77's tovel A D q e ta th e Musi c of T'tme, nd
has started abook dub devoted to its explica-

id'Ifrsb iDde
fiee-lvheling,

Solmat'slictof viable


