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lately, a few American manga publishers are dipping their toes into the choppy waters of manwha, or
Korean comics, Korea’s comic-book industry is smaller than Japan's byt richly varied: jt produces long-run-

ning children’s comics, wacky comedy series, beautifully drawn historical fiction, elegant slice-of-life stories.
It also produces comics that are indistinguishable from Japanese Mmanga except that the art isn't as polished.
Snow Drop is one of the latter type.
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STORY AND ART BY 0SAMU TEZUKA VOL. 2: THE FOUR ENCDUNTERS

Vertical, Inc. is a new publisher that Specializes in Japanese novels, Its first manga is Buddha, Osamy Tezuka’s retelling
of the story of the historical Buddha. The first two of 4 planned eight volumes have recently been released.
Tezuka spent over 10 years creating this manga, which was serialized from September 1972 to D
T0M0 magazine (which in the intervening years tthrough name changes
nix series in jts exploration of life ang death.
young prince Siddhartha living in Northern India in the 6th Century B.C. The prince marries at 16 and has
9 suddenly abandons his family and all his Possessions. Siddhartha lives as a wandering monk for six
ghtenment under a tree. From then on, he becomes “The Buddha,” spending the rest of his life teaching
along the Ganges river. To this legend, Tezuka has added his own cast of characters with their
0wn stories, each reflecting on the themes of Buddhism, and the birth and death cycle of life,
The Buddha is barely present in the first volume, only having just been born. Instead

Tezuka sets the stage by introducing the oppressive nature of India’s ancjent caste system
through the characters of Chapra the slave, and T

atta the pariah. Chapra tries to fight the sys-
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€ meets up with Tatta, 5 young thief with the
ability to posses the bodies of animals. The secon

d volume centers on the young prince Siddhartha
and his life leading up to his decision to become a monk.

If reading a manga about an ancient Spiritual leader sounds dry, in reality,
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