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QUIMBY THE MOUSE
gu Chti" Ware I Fantagraphics Books

s6 p.g.", hardcover | $25
i*,Itit-.it' it.ft ed, with its han d-lettered gol d-

.rnbott.d .ou.r, this book seems like a remnant

.t. nuno". .*. buimby is a small, forlorn rodent

*n.-i.?"Jt through a paneled iandscape of woe

and loss. Most of these tabloid-size strips, creat-

ed durinqWare's undergraduate days, are tormat

.*ptotitiont of the medium itself' No cartoonist
on"inir of"n.t is more fluent in the langu-age. of

comics ihan Ware. Each page is-an aria of. cotor'

line and tvpe that floats the reader through tlme

"na 
tp..i. Ware's formal exploration is never

without a greater purpose; beneath the surrace

of every thrillingly constructed page ls an equal-

lv powerful emo-tional undertow' -l's'

PALOMAR: THE HEARTBREAK SOUP
dfonres (LovE AND RocKErs) -
iV Cruentternandez I Fantagraphics
b6ors | 512 Pages, hardcover | $4o
;;n-;. ;u.h of tt'.i passes as examples of
great'comics has to be appreciated in.context'

broundbreaking work, in a medium where tne

bar it i.t so loil', has a short shelf life' What is

.rionitt'ing about this mammoth collection (20

"."tt 
.iti3ti.tl is how time has-not.diminished

itr oot.n.v. lt would be fair to call Palomar time-

i;;iiil;i"t.. centering his tales on a fictional

Hispanic-American town and its inhabitants'

iil.it."a.t fashions a mythic soap opera that

never approaches heavy-handedness' Hernandez's

iit..t, i[.tting cartooning style.is unaffected by
pretensions and allows the inner lives 0t hls cnar-

lcters to surface in all their troubled gtory' -/'s'
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THE SANDMAN: ENDLESS NIGHTS
(BOOK 11) IBY Neil Gaiman'
iltustrated bY Glen Fabry' Milo
M"n"t", Miguelanxo Pradon Frank
QuietlY. P. Graig Russell' Bill
Sienriewicz, Birron stor-ey I Dq ̂ ^-
Vertigo | 160 pages' hardcover I uzc

i"Jfrti Nrghts mar[s Gaiman's return to the

nlslitv pdt.a Sandman series' lf ygu're not

tamitiai with these stories, the title of thrs vol-

ut. it . pl.v on words referring to The Endless -

seuen sibling gods. A chapter is dedicated to

each: Death, Desire, Destructl0n' Dellrlum'
;;d.t., n.itiny 4nd the sandman himself'
o..i"t- 

'e"t 
here as'in Greek myth it's truly the

gods who serve the people, as Gaiman.weaves
ierv human tales, fraught with emotlon ano

iroiy. There is the mercenary in love since

childhood with the alluring Death; the chrld'

traumatized, who finds temporary -escape ln

Delirium. Even the mighty Dream suffers com-

*on n."ttnt."k fromi mere mortal (wlth th.e

i"riai."iiia of Desire), This series and this vol-

;;. 
";; 

some of the more entertaining and ele-

sant stories put to comic, the individual chapters

il;;;;;;l;. but in volumes tracing a much

deeper [lstory. 
-B's'

THE METAMORPHOSIS I BY Peter-
X"p"t (adaPted from Franz Kafka)
Gr6wn i 8o-Pages, hardcover | $18
; ;;i. and cinematic retellings of classic,liter.

able review, ' onted as he conjuredPeter KuPer may have conrr
ifr.l*t*'.w t.tiis adaptation' Kuper's drawings
;.ionr t<ifk:'s storv with a ouicker pace and a bltin;..i r".*L' story with ' qiigJi'lf::-11-1'
;'.;; ffi;; tut'"tt tn. while pieserv-ing the
pattttt--i"O- surrealism of Gregor samsa's

;ffi1;;il *ott ..n often iom-pete with and
^, ,o-  *o^ leep nr io inel  memories of  thOse boOKs.even replace original memories of those booKs'

iii*,n"lu tound iike an odd way to begin a favor-This may sou.nd like an odd way to begln a ravor-
,hlp review. but it's a fair caveat, and one tnat

metaphoric fate. -8.S.

so.ftcoverl$lo ,'t-

Fixer

THE FIXER IBY Joe Sacco I Drawn &

Quarterly Publications | 106 pages'

haldcover l$25
Few newscasts wilt give you a clearer or more

ina.tiUt. picture of ieceit global conflict than

one of Joe Sacco's books. Often told in a selt-

.iit.inn fi.tt person, they are not pure journal-

ii* -ittousti iournalisti rarely get as close to

their subjecis ind the truth as Sacco does' The

ii"e. it n6 different. As Sacco explains, fixers are

locals who are paid by foreign journalists to

translatb and provide information' They are a

na..rr".v and almost never-mentioned compo-

n.ni- oi'*t.ti*e journalism. .Through sacco s

eyes we meet his fixer, Neven' and tnrougn

ti*n't.y.t te get a s,ubjective but detailed pic-

iure of tht fighti-ng in Boinia. This book is a grip-
pine educati6n and leaves you hoping that Sacco

wili soon buv a ticket to lraq' See Krisftne
McKenna's tnierview vnth Joe Sacco in this issue'
page 12.

-8.S.

WW
hi;;;or, ;;;iinally making it to the U.s' thank

;;vfi;;l. i"ftted with himor and history, the

epic of Siddhartha is perhaps Osamu Tezukas

crownine achievement and illustrates why' lvith-

out ironi, Tezuka is referred to as "The.King ot

i*.n.te'co*i.sJ' His penwork is remarkable -

.tti..t resembling master etchings' Even more

remarkable considering the entire story-.spans
over 3,000 pages. Vertical ispublishing all elght

volumes of this amazing work' -!'t'

BuddharVolumesl  &2
By Osamu Tezqkq lVertical
+6o p"g." each, hardcover | $25
th"se-vol-umes, first published in Japan iin.t.'*iu*.t, first published in Japan in the

SOUTHPAW IBY Scott Morse
AdHouse Books | 126 Pages'


