
Ashe alevelopecl a aleep-rooteal
philosophy for overcoDring pair
and selfishness, thepdnce gath-
ered iuny stualents, When I was
young, he woulil sayj I slumbered
through life but uow I am awake.
He beeme knom as the 'Awah-

ened One" or the "Enlightened
One" - that is to say, the Buddha.

Like Christianity, Buddhisn
started as biography andbecame
thcology. Itwas a compellinglife
story prior to becomiDg a set of
doctriues. Just as countless
artists have been irresistibly
draur to retell the li1'e of Chlist,
tlie story ofthe prince whowoke
up is a perelnial inspiration for
all sorts ofcultural artifacts.

In the 197os, Osamu Tbzuka, the
most influential and beloved of
Japanese

an eight-volume
, The first tbree books are

already available, The series of-
fers a[ oc@siotr to not only revisit
the life ofthe Budttha, but also
the caleer of Tezuka, who was
orE ofthe true gialts ofJapanese
popularcultu!e,

Born itr Toyonale Cityin 1928,
Tezuka was the child of niddle-
class parents who loveil popular
cuiture. llis father has an early
cinephile, who cher{shed Ameri-
cal animated ca$oons and the
fihm of Chalie Chaplin. Tezuka's
mother was an aficionado ofthe
Takarazuka Revue, a sort of
Japanese music hall traditiol
that rnixedtogether song, dance
and broail physical comedy. In
his nature work, Tezuka would
ofterr try lo recapture the broad
burlesque conredyhe sawol the
screen arilTakaraaka stage.

I)uring the Secotrd World lryar,
Tezuka worked in a factory but
would frequently break offfrorr
lis monotonous duties in order
to doodle. lle belonged to the
geileratiou ofJapanese who werc
deeply seareil by their wartime
experience.

See HIIER on PaEe AL4
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Buddha
comes to
Anzerica

Newtranslation of
Osamu'fezuka's

comic-strip tale of
TheEnlighGnedOne

Ibrahim Ferrer @ill
in Canadathis sumt

J L E T  H E E R
o n  C u l t u t e  E i g h  $  L o w'f haae norelntionsh*)

uithMr. FidelCastro'

Spmish ('and badly! " he says) md
lequils a tmnslator. "l could t€ll
you rnany anecdotes. In matry
muntries, I would be asked for au-
tographs as I was going through
Custons, people took pictures
with me and some rent to see ny
concerts afteNard;."

Not so inthe Urited States. At
leNt, not my more.

"Most Cuban artists are com-
pensatecl by the Cubatr goven-
ment ard are therefore employ-
ees," a U.S. Immigration of{cial

busy people, anrl that applies to :
our president as well; like my oth-
er politicim of any other @untry,
he doesnt hare rnuch time left,

"I hadthe pleasure to meet him
onee howeveri he adils. "I was iu-
vited to a reception bogether with
olher artists, and we shook hands
,.. I do paymytaxes, I guess like
any other citizen of any other
ountryJ

tho weeks ago, the Bush admiu-
istratiotr formalized, just in time ,
for the November election, the

f here was once a prince who
I enjoyed all the goodfortune

life has to offer. Growing up in a
loving royal household, he was
shielded from anything unpleas-
ant or ugly. When he came of age,
hc married a beautiful princess,
wno Dolelrma son.

One day, the prince sawan in-
firm old mm on t]rc street. He re
puzleil atrd distresed by this, his
first eDcounte!with human pain.
The nert day he saw a dying man,
and the following day a corpse.
Suddenly, he realized his whole
li{e wo built on a lie, on a denial of
pail as a part ofexisten@.

The prince sought relief in reli-
gion andbecame a monk. Yethe
grew dissatisfiedwith his fellow
ascetics, who complacently ac-
cepted the evils oflife as part of
the natural orden No, thepriDce
argued, wc can't simplybecome
acquiescent. We can transcend
the fetters ofour existence by u-
tiuguishingdre selfishness in our
hearts and pushing toward etr-l l nng  n? In f  f r q  sa? , "L2 I I n

ru #'"% hffi *-ffi gl
ffi ffi ffi ruffi ffi ${

At 76, Buena Vista Social Clubb Ibralim Fer.rer is lrappy to be e nusical anibresador, but shies away fi,o

Ito social vis
nt -a,no*lv"ooot

( [ ana76-yeu-oldmm,
I I I luve never done or

I Mshed anything bad

I to noboaly ..." That
--I- rnessage from Cuban

musiclegend Ibrahim Ferr€r ar-
rive m iffiom some exiled king -
passerl through a series ofbaek-
channel contacts and hancllem, his
correspondence linited to euail
Ilom a clistmt island.

Of course, Ferrer's current
predicarnerit isn't nearly that
dire, It just seems thatway.

In Febluary leuel, the leg-
endary Cuban musician who, af'
ter a lifetime in obscuritSr, rose to
famewith dre Buena Vista Social
Club, became an unlikelytarget
of U,S. foreign policy - the most
public ofsaoiflcial lambs inthe
Bush admiuistration's ontinuing
adventures in regime change, and
an unlikely rnartyr iu the eyes of
Cuban qmpatJlizers.

He wa6 to have spent thc first
weekend of February in Los Al-
geles, being feted alongsicle pop
music royalty as the Grarnmy
t'itter,fot Bwnos Hennanos, of
the best tropical Latin album of

, ,  .  . ,  , - t - . - - . . r  i - : l  ' .

the year, But in tlre eyes of the
U.S. govermnent, Fetrer's pres-
mce would have been "detrimen-
tal to the interests" ofthe coutry.
Ard so his visa wre denied.

"I never had problems to enter
any outry; well, uept this tine
in the U.S-A,. to pick up the Grml-
rny award," l'errcr explaius via e-
mail - such corespondence easi-
er for a man who speala only

told the Associated Press shortly
after Ferrert visa denial became
publiQ, adding that mouey fiom
their perfolnatrces "fi nancially
enriches the Crotro regirne."

Says Fener: "I have uo relatiol-
ship with Mr. Fidel Castro. You
see, I would be surprised if, for ex-
arnple, you tell me you do have a
relationship wit}r the plesident of
your couttly. Politicians are very
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-TR|(I$'NOTINYA$VT
$NrPEG. JmSmim@does-
reed to drem ab@t kissilg
osmithled singu Stwu
)r uyloDger. Smimov,4Z
r is wffairg &om alif*
atening illns, spmt u hou
: the rcckc ia the lobby ofthe
nont Hotelfollwingthe
d's @ncert atwirnipeg Are-
'IJp 

close he s still gorgeoul
hed Smimw. "IIe gare me a
kiss onthe moutb- Itrent
sive ... almost like a blothedy
. But I wished itw6nt!'Du-
the @ncert. Smimw. who
in the wbeelchai! section at

aem, hdd up a sign tiat
1. "Kiss me before I die. Stm"

EVERY DAY 15 MATTHEW BRODERICl('s DAY OFI
NEw YoRK. SanhJ*iePakqthblshermriryetoMatthw
Brcd.eridiwork beque she de wcything for him.iT ta.ke we of
hiql"Pukqtold.&.ulieRoseinaintErviwforiastnight's 60
Mizzt6,O oD CBS. Ex@rptswm relsedin advme.'Ipackfor
hirD,I shop forhir! I gethisgwis ...Ihat'swho Mat&ewis -
popletake w ofhin It's pmcticallyinvol-
mtaqf Pdks, who staredin IlBOl56/
and tlu Ci4 ndBrcdei&" who
staredinBudwt's Thc Prcdu- aa ii
m wwmmiedintggTudhre
a t8-month+ld son. Asled
v+Etshe rculd drflge about
hshubmd" Paksreolieil:
"He watks too slowly. I wlk e
allyquiikiy.Henmhailsthe !
eb - nmr. I'vebsdoiDsitfw-
c, rc I gues hejust thinks, 'Ifell, she
dos it so welll "

RADIOIIEADER GOTsTO BBT
LoriD oN . Badiohed guitarist
Jomy Gremwood will beome
the Briiish Brcadruting Corp.'s
new composo in roidace ud
willwite anewrcrkforone of its
mdio statiore.The Nigmmt,
eYpectedtolasttheyeN, will
allow Grswdto wethe BBC's
resoues, includhg the BBC
Co!@rt Ordrcsba. His mage!,
Brye Edgq said Ttodaythe ap-
Dointnentwill allowhin to
"lemhwaorchsh"arcrls."
The role re prwiorelyheldby
Aane Dudley, keyboarcl player for
'8os mbistbodArt of Noise
ud wimer of u Oseforthe
swe otisgf s Tht FuIl Mmty.

mated @rt@ru hrc & audieDce
but reMitr only a small part of
the filn indutry. Manga, by con-
rast, is a frtw of werydaylife ia
JaIE. A quarter of all books sold
inJapu eachy@@@ga.
As llederik Scbodt, u exlrefr

on Japase pqlular cultue, not-
ed in his LgaS book ManEa!
Man ga !, W alt Dis^ey was more
of a busilessnm tho e artist.
Disney's suaess re ba*d ol his
ability to package and seil other
people's idea. Tezuka, although
he dabbledin roiring a aima-
tion studio, was a creator mole
thm ulthing else, His mrls al-
wals bore the imprint ofhis om
sensibility, although they influ-
euced immemble other artists.
In Japm, Teaka was often de-
suibedu mnga w kamisamoo
the god of Comie. (Some people
also thought Buddha was a god,
although he was demur enough
to denydivine statE)

In re@tlE$ tle god of Comie
hre ben gaining followm outsicle
of Japa. The wres of aimated
wt@rc like Pokmon trd Sailor
Mom (bottr influrcdbyTeuka's
erhworp has aeated a muket
for @gat!ru1atios. While ot}-
er publishers ae reprintiag Tba-
ka's Astro Bog soies mil his
Phoeni,o cltorjcle. Vertical has
undertaken the tck ofbdngilg

euly scientific training shines in
may fiae delineations of lad-
scpe mdwildlife. Yetthese dec-
orative touches ae alwalE in the

soiero ddhigh-totredwiUbe put
offbyTezuka's Buddha Even in
tlis series. he maintaineil his
stan@ s a IFpula entertaine, so
his work brims over witl a giddy
cartoony mberuce, Thue are
mary machrodstic jokes along
'Jre my, md the minor chmctm
often look like extras from a

Waner Bros. cartoon. Ifyou
can imagine Bugs Blmy re-
enacting the firal days of
Christ, you have some sbEse

ofhowoutladish Tezuka ro be.
Yet in his mtic ebullience, Tm-

ka ms fait}|irl to tlle spirit if not
the ietter of Buddhist thought.
Those who are hostiie to Bud-
dhism often accuse it ofbeing a
life-denying religion of renuncia-
tion. Some blinkered Christian
polemicists even use ttre word
"nihiliEtic"to describe Buililha's
thoughts. Nothing could be fur-
i:her from the truth. While seek-
ing to tianscend the pain of life,
Buddha remineil deeply alive to
the serface pleasures of the
world. The images ofthe laugh-
ing Buddha give the true face of
iru sage.

We live in a world where reli-
gio! oftetr seem to be the mmy
of enlightenment, indeed even
the foe of simple kinchess md
decency, Sikh-Cmadia faaatie
ae on trial in Vancouver for
blowing up atr airlins, Faced
with deatl threats from Hindu
eftemists, Sonia Gudhi chrcses
trot to become Prime Ministe! of
Inilia. Nick Bers was beheaded
by those who claim allegimce to
Allah. In Washington, the Bush
Vi4dte House ilrare up plas for
t}Ie Middle E6t in colsultations
with frotly fundamentalist
Christians, addied souls who
huger for the apocallpse.

In ow dile situationr it is gooal
to remember tlpt religion doesnt
have to be evil, At its best, as in
the life of Bualdha, religioD is a
balm that heals the deepest
wounds of ou condition. For a.ll
its oqsional mckiass. lbzukat
Budd,ha rcminds us ofthe iropir-
itrg story of the prince who rcke
up,

Natiotual Post
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VIORE THAN 'DISNEY OF JAPAN'
HEER
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rwenge, social success, physical
beauty md victory on the field of

: had seeu his country
ught to roin by a @bal of mad
itarists who pre-emptively at-
red other nations. The wa!
re home to Tezuka with par-
Lld ferocity when O6aka, t}re
he grew up ir1 wro reduced to
lers by firebombing. Tezuka's
lotrg engagement with anti-
politis md Buddhist philos-

y m be uaced to &is period.
ter tire war, Tezuka studied
licine but drew cartoons for
guiaes re a way of payiag for
studies. While he eventually
me a doctor, his passion for
looning overwhelmed his
ns for a medical

es) and also for their fast-

ity oftleir style, which puhed.
ifierent iconic tendency of
:ootrins to the limit. In Tezu-
maga. cartmning alrnostbe-
Le a fom of calligmphy, a vim-
roft-hud larguage that meld-
:legace of fom with a break-
knmativemomdtm.
:zuka was phenomenally pre
:tive: He created more the
I novel-lengttr books which to-
d atleast 150,ooo pages. He
I foud time to direct md su-
r'ise mmyuieted @rtooN.
his euly da1s, Tezuka's ma-
rere aimed mostJy at children:
told tales ofburieil neroure,
rkv adventurers and robots
: fouglt for peace (in tle pop-
'lstro 8o3l seri6). Starting in
196os, Tezuka moved on to
:e serious and adult stories,
loring the global rise of fas-
o in historical novels anil
litating on t}Ie futility oftry-
to orerume deth in a nulti-
@e series titledPioau. His
& on Bzddia ilates from this
ue period, and he fiaished it
7 bno years before he died in
9. Even after his deati, Ten-
books continue to sell in the
; of millioro in Japn
s diftcdt to o!'erstate tle per
veness of Tezulia's hfluence
apauese popular culture. He'
ometimes described as "the
t Disnel' of Japan," yet ar-
blyhis artistic rmge wo lug-
id even the mastemird be-
I MickeyMoue. Aft* a{ mi-

Teukab ale@rative touches ale'ala swe a fd-moving ndrative,

aI jouney, Tezula a.lso w'dted to
Dlsent a Danor@ic view of an-
iient Iadiu society, Tirus he cre-
ated a host of fctional od semi-
fictional characters who repre-
sEt the mily facets of Indim so-
ciety: Tatta, an "untouchabie"
street urchin who waees mr on

TT,ZUKA'WAS OFTEI{

DESCRIBEDAS

MANGANOKAMISAMA.

fiIBGODOFCOMICS

the soeial order; Chapra, a slave
boy who aligas himself with the
ruling elite; Migaila, a beautiful
girl who falls in love with 3ud:
dha; md General Budai, a rough-
neck pldier who drems of con-
quest. Their stories are ilter-
twined with Buddha's biography
to show that life offers many
paths. In findiag his om my in
the world, Buddha had to over-
come the temptations presented
by these other paths, the lure of

were

IAGIENTOSINGWITHVsO
VANCOUVER . Ve@ure! Slm-
phony Orchstla's JEewiMing
roesbo B@well Tbveyplals
host io one oftle rcrlil's leadins
drmatic sopmos, Jme Eaglenl
on May 29 s she returc to the
O4)hewiTheate to perfo@
Wagnet's ltistan unl, Isolde : Pre"
lude and, L;Eb6tod Eadet wtJl
also sing Richard Straus's cyde
Forrt6tso4gs, whidr she re
lrued on CD onin Marth. With
Eaglen living itr SeatLle, Tovey
said she hs Yisited Vm@uvqa
nuber of times md theygot on
"like a ho6e on fire.'Tovey se
cued. a pDmise for Eagls to !e-
tum mdperfomwiththe VSO.

BO DEREK FIGHTS PI,ANT
sPRrNGrrELD, rLr.  .  BoDerek
is lending her fame to politicims
workirg to kep hones ftom be
ing killed for fod. The acuess
sa,s it shouidrt happen jr the
United States sinceAmsi@
dont eat ho6e meat. Neilly
5o,Oo0 hoE6 wre slaughtered
lastyu, ad the mat exportedto
Ewpe udAsia, a@ordingto the
Natioral Hose Prctection Coali-
tiou. "I'm nqt going tojudge u-
odrd qiltw ed whatthE
drose to at, but I alont see why
theyhaveto eatAmsi@ holsesi
she eid" The legislation is to kep
a slaughtsing plantfrom reop{-
ing aftebeing dctroycdin a 6re

'Regarding 
life in [uba... everyone

I  . '  a  '  '  t

nas a panrcular oprnron
FERRER

Contituued, frotu Page '4L1

C4tro uedttre o@ion to re.lly
a massive protest of Americo
policies, vowing to d efend Cuba's
sovereigntywith "wery last drcp
ofblood."

F@et's plight, i! the rhetoric of
some sitis, hre ome to mbol-
ize tfie qesses of Sush ddctrine.
But his repsentatives ue ioatl
to ad ilrcs ihe political clirute di-
rectly. a would be chmed of q-
plaining to you our artistic pro-
jeets tlat I think they e more in-
teresting [thu] the politics," a-
plained one via e-mail, "We don't
have plas ofb"vellingto U.S.; fur
tlis reson we dont have infor-
mtion aboutthevisa situatioL"

Ieuer is equally reluctaut to
delve irto the complicated issues
that keep him from the United
Stat6.

"I just cd say I d.on't under-
stand it," he exl)lains. "We have
bwn in the U.S-d muytime be
fore, md always by reasons of
cultural exchmges. A cultural q-
chmge between two great cul-
tures, so t}lat we get to loow each
oths's music ild cultue, md get
the audience to know ou Eusic
ud cultue. This is the same
thing in Cuba: ManyU.S. musi-
cios @me to the Je Festival of
La Habana so that we cu enjoy
treir music"

I{e ploudly accepts the sugges-
tion tiat he is something of a
Cubo mbrosador - a spokes-
ruforanalignednation - but
is hesit@t to wave tie flag too
forefi:lly. "Reguding life in Crrb4
I ft]inkl t]ds is like everything,
wryonehc apaticula opinion.
I cu only say to djrcne whg
wts to treow Cuba, md hro t}le
opportmity to tEvel, jut come
adwitwithpuom eye."

The bureaucatic postuhg of
m election-ycu president must,
of course, matte! little to a mu
who alreaily considers himself
the recipient of a seond chuce
inlife udin music - ammwho,
seven yeas ago, he says, "letired
mlself"

"Durirg all those yem working
re amwiciml hadto trus ruy
obstacles: I ms always told that
my voice was uo good, my n@e
doesnt appeu in mauy dbms I
have reorded," he says of neuly
70 years spent in obscurity as a
strogglitrg musician in Cuba.
Evetrtually he quit. And took to
shining shoes.

"I used to clean shoes. but this
was Dot to surive. I was on a
pruion ud I had enough money
to me md my fuily, but at that
time I ue to hare some litde bad
habits, like smoking or drinling,
having a rum with friends every
nw ad then." he sam. "So I wed

to cle@ shoes to be able to a.fford
these bad litde habits."

Then American guitarist Ry
Cooder tracked him dom and
asked him to take part in a pro-
ject called the Buena Vista Social
Club - a collective of forgotten
Cuba musicians largely uaher-
alded outside their country.
Those sessions soamed a criti-
cally acclaimed, 

-chart-topping,

Grumy-winning album of the
same nme, helping to launch a
renewed love affair with Latin
music in the United Stat6. A f.lm
chronicling the group's creaiion
was nominated for m Acad.eny
A]rud.

The rush of attention after so
mmy yeas of neglect left Fere!
feeling "boo againl He is now, he
says, more a seven-year-oldboy
tho a 76-yea-old l]ru.

He's quit smoking ("I still drink,
but very litde") ed, whetr not on
tou (he maintairs a raths mbi-
tious schedule, one that includes
a visit to Ceda ia July), spends
most of his time at home in La
Habma, Cuba, playing doninos
with his grmildrildro md great-
grandchildren or reluing with
his three dogs: Principe, Rocco
@dTfryi.

'Music is my passion, my life, it
is what I like to do besti he says,
"I feel ludry to receive this gift
ftom life at my age ... add I want
to enjoy it as much as I can. You
mtrst remember I fought all my
life for music, and I didnt g€t
much. I faally gave up, I retired,
dd then it turns out to be that
the best was still about to come
into my life ... When you do
thirgs with love, werlthing tms
outwell."

He keeps a small room ia his
house - "my musem" he calls it
- for presents and awdds. Not
so long agq he added his most rc
cent Groy, won ir absoti4 to
the dlection (he roynot able to
enter the United States, but his
awd is Demitted to lqve it).

"I think musichas no DassDort
udno politic, it uivelo mry-
one and it always brings you
something, maybe love, maybe
hope, stretrgth ... This is mypolit-
ical principle: my music, ucl my
wish is to bring music and my
love mesage to all people md all
around the world," he sa1s, "I
think ti.at all kind of art: music,
pairtilg, literature ,,. art is above
all. Art captivates and has the
power to make you see Me in an-
oths percpective, Aad I dont
thirk this can be stoppeil by no
meus."
I Ibrahim Ferrer and hi.s baqd
will playthe Montreal Ja Festi-
val on July 8, ttre Winnipeg Folk
I'estival otr July 9 and Massey
HalI in Toronto on July 10.
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Felled Washington Monument
being imitated in everything

IIARRYI'IAU S EN froilnd.epndcnce Dayto Marl
continu.d.fromPageALr 4fta*saSays Har{v-hausen: "i

Flom 1958 to 1981, Harry-
hausen mimated t]le lkatrm ad
Me{iusa, Pegasus and centaurs.
Bvt alter Clash oi the Titans, he
foud studios s€re no ionger ia-
teresied in his stop-Fctio* mrli
Their inteest hari shifted to cor-

age is no ionger uique."
But the pioneer says his old

ticks still have merit Indeed, he
says it's possible for CGI to be-
come too r€alistic and destroy
tlie fantasyworld movies try to
afeate,



From: "Jeet Heer" <jeetheer@hotmail.com>
Date: Thu May 20,2OO4 1OiO4:47 AM Us/Eastern
To: CKidd@randomhouse.com
Cc: burch@vertical-inc.com
Subject: Buddha review

Hi Chip,
My review of Buddha finally appeared. There is an online version available, but you have to be a national post subscriber. Here is the link ..

hltp://www.canada.comlna!onalinationalpo$UcolunJ}istg/story.hlml?;d*34621 738:-c3t0-4215-gdf0-Bdb3f874aebl

l've also posted the article below (this is the version I sent into the Post - the print version is trimmed). Also, I want to send you and Vertical copies ol the print version. Where
can I mail them to?

l'll try and do the Amy and Jordon book soon.

Hope all is well with you.

Buddha

By Jeet Heer

Ther was once a prince who enjoyed all the good fortune life hc to ofer. Whm he was bom his parnts wer assured by a soothsaya that the boy wr destined for greatness, so they
care in raising their son. Growing up in a loving myal household, he was shielded from anything unplemmt or ugly. Whm he came ofage, he manied a beautifl princess, who bor

One day while going for a walk, the prince saw m infim old man on the steet. He wm puzled and distrassed by the sight, his first encounler with human pain. The next day he saw
md the following day a corpse. Suddenly, the prince becme awar of the rality of misery, of aging, sickness md dath. Now he realized at his whol
part of exist€nc€.

The prince sought relief in religion md beme a monk. Yet he grw quickly dissatisfed with the standard pious message of his fellow mcetic

the natural order ofthings. No, the prince argued, pain is real and powerfl but we canJt simply become acquimcent. We cm tanscend the binding fettms ofour existence, he thou q by
extinguishing the selfishness in our own hearts md pushing towards enlightenment.

As he developed a deep-rooted philosophy for overoming pain md selfshness, the prince gathered mmy students mud him. When I was young, the prince would say, I slmberd through li

but now I m awake. Therefore he becme known as the iAmkened Onei or the iEnlightened Onel, that is to say, the Buddha.

Like Chrisfanity, Buddhism started m biogmphy md became theology. It was a compelling life stor prior to becoming a set ofdoctrines. Just as countless isb

retell the life ofChrist, the story ofthe prince who woke up is a perennial inspimtion for all sorts ofculhrral artifacts.

In the 1970s Osmu Tezuka, tire most infuential md beloved of Japmese cmloonists, staded working on a ver bizr ad wonderfrl feestyle r@ounting of Buddhais stor in a mmic book se al

that m to 3,800 pages. Teakais Buddha is now available to English-speaking readen thanks to aNew York publishing company called Vertical, which is releasing m

ssies. The frst 3 books re already available. The series ofers an occasion to not only revisit the life ofthe Buddha, but also tle career ofTezuka, who wm one of

popular mlture.

Bom in Toyonaka City in 1928, Tezuka rras the child ofmiddle-class parenc who loved popular culture. His father has m euly cinephile, who chqished Americm mima d c n

of Charlie Chaplin. Teakais mother was an afcionado of the Takuazuka Revue, a sort ofJapanese music hall tadition that mixed together song, dmce and brad phys

work, Tezuka would often try to recaptue to the broad burlesque comedy he saw on the screen and Takamzuka stage.

Dwing the second world war, Teaka worked in a frtor but would fequently break-offrom his monotonous duties in ords to doodle. He belonged to the generation

seued by their wartime experience. He had sen his cowtry brought to rin by a cabal of mad militarists who premptively attacked otha nations. The war came home to Tezuka with pa mlr

ferocity when Osaka, the city he grew up in, was rduced to a cinder by firebombing. Teakais lifelong engagemat with mtiwr politics md Buddbist philosophy can be trrd to is peiod.

Afer the wa1 Tezuka studied medicine but drew mrtmns for magzines as a way of palng for his studies. While he eventually becme a docior, his pmsion for cartooning ovwhelm

for a medical caeer. ln those early post-war years, Teaka more or less crealed the modem gete ofJapmese comics, knom as manga. Manga were distinguished fro

their length (they would run for hun&eds ifnot thousmds ofpages) and also for their fast-moving cinematic style. Reading a manga is often like fipping through

following the swift movement from one sme to the nexl



Infuenced by Walt Disney cartoons, Tezukais early mmga were also notable for the extreme simplici of feir srle, wh
mmga, cartooning almost became a fom ofcalligraphy, a visual short-hand language that melded elegance ofform with a break-neck namtive momenum.

Teaka wc phenomenally prductive: he created more than 400 novel-length books which lotaled at least 150,000 pages. He also fomd time to direct md superise mmy animated c oons.

In his early days, Teankais mmga wae aimed mostly for children: He told tales of buried treasue, wacky adventurm, and robots tlrat fough
the 1950s, Tezuka moved on to more seriou and adult stories: exploring the global rise offascism in hisiorical novels and medita ng on the fril
series entitled Phoenix. His work on Buddha dates fom this matre period ofTezukais career, and he finished it only 2 yean before he died
sell in the tens of millions in Japm.

It is diflicult to ovestate the perasiveness of Teakais infuence on Japmese populr oltue. He is sometimes described as ithe Walt Disney of Japanl, yet a b
larger than even the mastemind behind Mickey Mouse. Afu all, mimaied cartoons have an audience but they rmain only a small part of the flm industr. Mmga, by contrast, is a xture of
everyday life in Japan. A qurter ofall books sold in Japan each yer are manga

As Frderik Schodt, m expert on JaPanese Popular cultur€, noted in his 1983 book Manga! Mmga!, Walt Disney was more ofa business man than an artist Disneyls succ
ability to package and sell other peopleis idea. Tezuka, although he dabbled in rnning an animation studio, was a crator more thm anything e
sensibility, although they also infuenced innmerable other artists. In Japan Tezuka was ofen described as immga no kmisamai or i e God o
was a god, although he was demu enough io deny divine stails).

In recmt yeus the God ofcomics has been gaining mmy followers outside ofJapan. The success ofanimated cartoor tike Pokemon md Sailor Moon (both infuenced by Tezuka
rated a mdket for manga translations. While other publishers are reprinting Tezukais Asto Boy series and his Phoenix chronicle, Vertic
North America. In handsome volumes designed by C'hip Kidd the Vertical books present Teaka at his best.

ln recounfng Buddhais spirinlal joumey, Tezuka also wmted to present a pmoramic view of mcient Indian society. Thu he crealed a host of
many facets oflndim society: Tatta, m iutouchablel street urhin who wages wu on the social ordu; Chapm a slave boy who aligns himsetf
Iove with Buddha; md General Budai, a roughneck soldier who drams ofconquest. Their stories are intErtwined with Buddhais biography to sh
way in the world, Buddha had lo overcome the temptations presented by these other paths, the lue ofrevenge, social success, physical beauty and victor on the eld ofconquest.

The visml splendor of Tezukais work is on full display. With quick deft stokes, he evoks the natuml md mmade wonden of India. His ealy scientifio haining shines forth in many fine
delineations of lmdscape and wildlife. Yet these dtorative touches are always in the service ofthe fast-moving nmtive. Like a trusty friend guiding us t ou$ a b
wondere but keeps moving towrd the destination heis seeking.

Those who like their rligion to be solem md high-toned will be put ofby Tezukais Buddha. Even in 6is wries, Tezuka maintained his stance as a popular ente
a giddy cadoony exubqmce. There are many mrchrcnistic jokes along the way and the minor characten often look like exhas from a Wmer Brothen ertoon. If you can imagine Bugs Bumy re-
enacting the final days ofChrisq then you have some sense ofhow outlandish Tezuka can occmionally be.

Yet in his antic ebullience, Tezukawas faithfl to the spirit if not the letter of Buddhist thoughr Those who re hostile Bud&ism ofn ac
Some blinkered Christian polemicists even use the word inihilistici !o describe Buddhais thoughts. Nothing could be frrther fom the f
remained deeply alive !o the surface pleasures ofthe world. The images ofthe laughing Buddha give the true face ofthis sage.

We live in a world where religion ofen seems to be the enemy of enlight€ment, indeed wen the foe of simple kindnss and decency. Sikh Cmadims ae on trial in Vmcouver for blowi
airliner. Faced with dath thrats from Hindu extemisb, Sonia Gandhi chooses not to become Prime Minisier of lndia- Nick Berg was beheaded by those who claim allegimce to Allah.
Washington, the Bush White House dnws up plans for the Middle East in consultations with frothy fundamentalist Christims, addled souls who hunger for the apocalypse.

In ou dir situation, it is good to remember that religion doesnit have to be evil. At its best, as in the

occasional wackiness, Teakais Buddha rminds us of the inspiring story of the prince who woke up.


