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Titles (1. to r.) from
Top Shelf, TYndale,
Top Shelf, Metron

and NavPress.

ByJuli Cragg Hilliard

bers by mainstream comics industry standards'.But

the Christian publisher, which has sold 4o n-rillion

cooies of the print books, still decided to discontin-

ue the grapl'ric line for now.
The"biggest problen-r, apart from tl-re exPe nse of

yNDALE HousE PusLrsHPRs soLD JUST
over I'ialf a million copies of five grapl-ric

novels based or-r tl-re Left Behind series'

f irst trvo books-spectacular sales num-

*rit"r, and aitists, was that C1-rristiar-r

bookstores and nrany other retailers

dor-r't know how to merchar-rdise book

format contics, says Dan Balow' Tyn-

dale's diiector of business develop-

reflexively shelve graphic books in tl-re children's

section. h. ,r1r. "1=lre grtrphic novel.hat an age de-

nrograph ic  [ha t ' s  r5  lo  14  and male '  In  a  re l rg ro t rs

store, 
nyou shouid put i t  in the n-rusic sectton or

somethir-rg," Balow saYs'
Tyndale may revive the l ine, and Balow is con-

uin."d t l t .  lonnl l  l ras grer t  poleni i l l  "Bul  t  t l i ink i t

l ras a Frr lure orr ly  iFreta i l  carr  [ igr r re orr l  how [o sel l

them."
Welcome to the seedl ing calegory of  sp i r ihra l l l

lhen red grlphic books. It is so new and sma ll I hal no-

body reaily ktlows how to market or merchandise it

quitl yet, as its offerings are scattered among mostly re-

l igious horrtes and conrics prrblishers Bnl it is teent-

ing rvil h talerr t. ideas arrd possibil i t ies' a nd a le w lt tglt-

ancl t1-re press, scoring writeups inSpin,Entertain-

m e n t Wee kl1 and Ti me r nrgazirres'
C l r r i s l i a r r  p r rb l i sh i r rg  ho r r sc  NavPress  re iea re t l

on October 3 a lHero graphic novel \ aulhor

SLeohen R. Larvhead arrd arrthor-penciler Rott Lau'

l reac[ ,  l r is  sot t .  as par t  o[a pro lec l '  sr r r rourrd ing.  l l re

,r"* to.tri,tg lHeio' The Rock C)pera ("lesus Christ

Superstar for the MTV generation") starring con-

temporary Christian music artists Michael Tait '

Mrrk St..tt of Ar-rdio Adrenaline ancl Rebecca St'

Tarnes. "Graphic novels really seern to be on the rise'

espe< ia l l1  i r t  t l re  generr l  markel .  arrd there isn ' l  a  lo t

,unitrUt" in the"Christian line"' says An-ry Slivka,

NavPress's n-rarketing director. "It was intriguing to

us to trv to break ir-rtoi ner'v n-rarket'" The book con-r-

Religious Comics
Intht BookTiade

Take, for example, Doug TenNapel's Creat-tLre

Teclt rzoozt and ilaig Thoinpton's B/ankefs rJuly

zooet .  Both come f rom al lern l t ive Press loP 5hel l

Proiuctions and have spiritual lhemes-Creature

Tech is about finding faith andBlankets is about los-

ins it.'l-wentietl-r Cintr.rry Fox l-ras picked up film

rlg"hts to CreatureTech, citedby comics-critics and

iridustry insiders as a creative model for graphic

nou"lr.1'The book l-ras iust garnered so mr-rch praise

for being a fun adventure story rvith a positive mes-

sage about faith," says publisher C1-rris Staros' a selt-

cle"scribed nonreligious pe rson. He reported sales of

rc,ooofor CreatuiTechand zo,ooo in t1-re first three

mor-rths lorBlankets. Top Shelf has pushed the two

n-rent for the Left Behind serie s. The stores tend to books in comic book specialty sl-rops, trade retailers

pr6file projects rnaypropel it into mass consciottsness'fil"r flu" cor-nic books that NavPress started releas-
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ing Septenber z; NavPress also has a
three-novel trilogy by the Larvheads ofthe
!Hero story.

Siivka expects the tour, which starts in
Nover-nber, to fan interest in the graphic
novels, being marketecl to ages ro to 25. But
she echoes Tyr-rdale's frustration over book-
sellers' placement. NavPress iaunched
with a large in-store display with the CBA
stores. "But once that kir-rd of goes away,
stores don't leally kr-row where to put this
stuff," Slivka says. "They e nd up ptltting
the books in children's products."

While the most action n'ray be l-rappen-
ing with Christian publishir-rg, some graphic

Bludman, marketing nanager, says that
before the book's release , Alter Ego comic
rnagazir-re gave it an r8-page spread. Then
JPS pron'roted it to fewish bookstores, li-
braries, gift shops and bbok fairs. More
specifically for children, the publisher in
zooz releasecl The Kids' Cartoon Bible by
Cha1,a Burstein, who is working on a
graphic book about religion ancl ecology
for JPS. Ancl don't forget Stan Mack"k
acclaine d The Story of the lews, originally
published in harclcover by Vil lard in 1998
ancl now published in paperback by Jew-
ish Lights.

books do feature other faitl-rs. After
all, Art Spiegelman's Maus, A Sur-
vivor's Tale, My Fa-
ther Bleeds History
(Pantheon), based
on his parents' Holocaust experi-
ence, renains the only graphic
pro ject  to  wir r  I  Prr l i tzer  Pr ize ,  i r r
1992.

' fhe 
Jewish Publishing Society

anticipates reprinting this spring
lews in Anterica (zooz'), a history in
comic format by syndicated con'ric
strip artist David Cantz. Helene

Civen Japant historic strength in conics

of all kinds, it's only natural to find several
graphic books with Budclhist the rnes. Wis-

dom Pub l i ca l i o r r s ,  a  ron -
prof i t  publ is l ier  o[  Brrd-
dh i s t  l i l l es .  i n  Sep te r r rbe r

released a revised edition ofthe decade-old
graphic bookPrince Siddhartha by author
lonathan Landaw and il lustrator Janet
Brooke, which spokesman Rod Meade-
Spe rry says stradclles the line between chil-
dren's and adult's books.

Vertical Inc., which translates Japanese
fiction for the U.S. market, released its first
manga title on October r-the first of eight
volumes of Buddha by the late Osamu
Te zuka. "We think the mair-r nrarket for it is
people who read a lot of manga," says Ioan-
nis Mentzas, editorial director. "seconciary
audiences would be, basically, people rvho
aren't necessarily Buddhist, not Asian-
An-re rican even, but who are interested in
rvorld culture. Then come the Buddhists.',
Vertical plans most narketing in nanga
circles, but Bucldhist organizations will get
r l iscorr r r ts  lor  r l i rec l  o lders.

Viz, rvhich publishes ILnglish versior-rs,
of Japanese anirr-ration and cornics in the
U.S., lists several religiously orie nted titles,
including'lezuka's masterwork, Pl-Loenix:

Vertical's new Buddha bio ; biblical proverbs
from New Creation.
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A'lale of the FLLttLre (zooz), u,hich also

touches on Buddhist phi losopl ' l ' .
Cl r r i s t i r r r r  co t t r i c :  p ro -

ducers are just cliscoverir-rg
that graphic books have a
longer shelf l i fe ancl better pricing, says
Bnzz Dixon, an cclitor rvith a backgrour-rcl
in nainstrearn comics and Hollpvood at-r-
irn:rtior.r u'ho is trying to launch a Christian
graphic rnagazine , Serenity, for girls ages rz
to r8.

"l think lve 're going through birth pains
arrd a grorvth spurt right norv," says Mario
Ruiz, a graphic artist who is creativc clire c-
tor ancl managir-rg eclitor at N4etron Press,
a graphic book iniprint of the Arnerican
Bible Societ,v th:it has been assen'rbling
established ancl pron.rising rvriters and
comics artists. Nletron publisl-recl Testa-
ruerzt (Scpt. zooS), uhich tells Old Testa-
r-nent stories in:r bar setting ancl rvas writter-t
bv Jin Kmeger:rncl illustratecl by a team ir-r-
cluding Ruiz, Jasor-r Alexar-rder ancl tl're
highl-v accl:rineci Sergio Aragones. T'he
house has also issued Sarrson: ludge ofls-
rael (Feb. zoo3), rvritten by JerryA. Novick
ancl i l iustrated bl' Rr-riz, Kevin Conrad,
Rich Bor-rk ald Ben Penvost.

Nletron plans six tnore books r'vithin tl-re

next hvo years, includingMary Magdalene
(May zoo4), The Son of Man (June zoo4),

the Krr-rege r-writter-r and
Scott Hampton-illustrated
'Til Death (Sept. zoo4) and

Ret,elation (fall zoo4). Ruiz says sales are
"steadil-v growing" as Metron tries to gener-
ate a reputation for quality, especiall)' in the
local Nerv York press, ancl service both
mainstrean.t ar-rd Christian audiences.

Even as creativc energy churns in this
hatchling category, stores and distributors
sa1, the genre is too ner,v to register tnuch
rvith tl-r en'r. Kuo-Yu Liang (vice-presider-rt
of sales and narketing for Diamond Book
Distributors, the tracle book clistribution
unit of Diarnond Comic Distributors,
rvhich spe cializes itt cot.nics specialty shops)
said the market is snall but has potential
for Christiarr publishir-rg: "It's a r-natter of
findir-rg the right naterials to sell in these
bookstores." Ban-tes & Noble bul,ers say the

forn-rat is siill looking to attract a reader-
ship, accorcling to spokeswornan Christine
Tzen.

At LifeWay Christian Stores chain,
kicls/youth procluct buyer Becky Wilson
is enthusiastic about the forrnat, but says
religious graphic novels have yet to per-
form. "Our chal lenge as a reta i ler  is  to
create a space that's attractive to t1-re cus-
toner where \\re can house all these
proclucts in one spot. But we're just r-rot
there yet."

In the meantirne, Top Shelf 's Chris
Staros advises noncorrrics religion hor-rses
erperimenting with the graphic fornat
to p:ry their dues. "Distribution is one of
l l r e  l o r rg l res t  ga r t t es  o t t t  t l r e re .  and  i t
t:rkes years and years," Staros savs, ac1cling,
"Most of the dire ct market-the comic
book specia l ty  s tores-weren' t  real lv
founcled to sell Christiar-r books, if you
kr-rorv what I nean."

And Hollyrvood is already'
sniffir-rg around at least one
AiT/Planetl-ar title tl'rat hasn't
even been publisl 'red yet:
Codellesh by Joe Casey and
Cl-rarlie Adlard, dr:e ir-r No-
vember, about a bail bonds-
nan and skip tracer for su-
perviilains. T1'rat rvill be fol-
lorve d in December by Stu:rrt
Moore ar-rd l.'ucifer artistRyart
Kell l ' 's Clarrl Rohol Warriors.
which Young describes as "a
sociopolit ical satire about the
Middie East peace process."
'l'l're con-rpany plans for the

A quirky crime thri l ler from
AiT/PlanetLar.

long term, giving its star creators the same
montl-r each year for their titles: every Jan-
uary is Brian Wood rnonth, and next fuly,
Matt Fraction and Kieror-r Dwyer are fol-
lorving up zoo3's successful Last of the In-
dependents with the twisted Western Blg
Hat. Other r-rpcoming titles include a sec-
or-rd collection of 

'lbm 
Belar-rd's'frue Sto-

ry, Swear to God cornic strips, and Young
and Brandon McKinney's comics-business
allegory Planet of the Capes.

AiT/Planetlar is clistributed by Dia-
rnor-rcl to bookstores, rvhere its bestselling ti-
tles are "far and away" Mike Brennar's hvo-

volurre kids' graphic r-rovel
Electric Girl, Yor-rng says. "l
have to work very harcl to sell

3o copies a rnonth of Electric
Glrl in the comics trade, aird
we sell about 5oo a week in
the book trade. It's the librarr-
ans-YA iibrarians love it, and
the,v all talk to each other."
Tl-re title is r,rp to about ro,ooo
copies on each volume ancl,
says Young, "Mike just hacl a
litt le baby girl, so he's com-
n.ritted to doing more Electric
Clrls for her."

-Douglas Wolk

ComicsElectriciU at
AiTlPloneLar
I  \ R R Y  Y o u \ c  o R r c l \  \ l  L \  I \ A \ l L i )

I his small-press graphic novel compa-
hny Planetlar, after a nicknane he'cl

l'rad in college; ther-r he prefacecl it with the
initials of his first major book,Astronauts in
Trouble, so it rvould be liste d unde r A in-
stead of P ir-r distribution catalogues. For-rr
ar-rcl a half years later, AiT/Planetlar l-ras 4z
titles in print, with anothe r one coming al-
most every month. Nor.v Astronauls ln
Troublehasbeen optioned as a'lY show b1,
Kickstart Productions, ar-rcl there's meclia
interest in the company's tit les Channel
Zero ardLast of the Independents.
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GRAPHIC NOVELS PUBTISHER

RUMBLE GIR[S:
Silky Warrior
Tansie . :,
lea Hernandez
The popular manga
wafftof grfl sefles ts
at last cSllected into
one thick tome in a
handy pocket for-
mat! For ages -16+

5x7, 176 pp.. B&W
trade pb.: $9.95
rsBN 1.561 53-370-4

Faster than a
Speeding Bullet:
IHE RISE OF
THE GRAPHIC
NOVET
Stephen Weinen
Introduction by
Will Eisner
stephen (The 101
Best GfaDhic
Novels) Weiner
takes us on a his-
torical tour of this

quickly growing formal with,a bit of back-
gfound on comrcs as a wnole.

il:, tpqq, fir{go-vgr, $1 4'e5 nvaitabte throushrsBN 1-s6153-367 4 ilffi.;, b;6iA
See previews at ,r3tll"J.l[T''

www.nbmpublishing.com r<o""n.'e";o"k;i;..
NBM. 555 8l.h Ave., Ste. ' l  202, New
York,  NY 1 001 8,  1-800 886-1 223.
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