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Establishing a cultural beachhad in the
wilds of Amerim publishing nftssitates
bold action ad nercs of steel Enter Vertical
ltrc, u upshrt Nw York publisher that
hope to introduce milliom ofAmeriu read-
s - notoriouly rsistant to foreign tssla-
tiom - to |apmw pop fictior

"Ou books ue simply u-put-dowble,"
Vettical's editorid directol Imir Mentzas,
clained with cherful confdence der the
phone.

A packet of Vertiel bookq their eyeqtch-
ing Chip Kidd coven mding the esene of
cool, reently anived in the maiL There ru
'Ring," by Koii Suzuki the Stephen King of
Japar! whw technoid thdller bewe a
DremWorls honor hit; the latest is6 of
'Buddha," m eight-volue epic on the life
md times of Siddhartha by Omu Tenka,
the late godfather of iapmse m,ng', or com-
iq "Oude!" a noirish disction of spiritu-
ality ad sx by Rmdy Taguchi" )apmt
"quen of the zine"; 'Stragerq' a thinliug
|m's ghost storg md
b@16 one md two of the
gliftering 'cutu Sagq
the llarry Pofta series of
IaPe

No sow coutry q
ftagile court beauties hera
Venical's Emlateil offer-
ings ue 6 different kom
the clasical worls of the
"Big Thre' literary gimts
of modm japrese litu-
atue - Ysrrrui l(amba-
t4 Yuho Mishim ud

wth
Eye-catching
covers and
pagetuming
plotq the nry
line of boks
ftom Vertical
rides the mve
offapai's
'gross

national cool."

|uichiro Tmiali - a they {e ftom the
tom6 on martial arts, geishr ald flower a-
roging uually srciated with Japm.

"We're trying to bring in stuff that doffit
fit the pafiy line of what Amerim thiak fa-
pm's cultue is like," sid Mieh Budl Verti-
cal s mketing director.

Maybe somebody hasnt told the yomg,
ubitiou follc at Vertical that Americ/s sag-
ging publishing indlshy is being held up
mmdy by ruging ml6 in chick-lit b@b.

On the oths be4 Vsticalh tiDjng
couldn't be nore perfcl Japm's global cul-
tunl influence - lately rcImed to a |apar's
"grms mtional cml" - hm been mking in-
rcils into pockets of the zeigeisg md Verti-
cal's bools my iut be the latest exl)ort to
splash doro

'Thse ts this hipster popubrcultue f6ci-
mtion with Iapaq especially in ubar reu
like Sm Fmcircq New Yorhud Loc Ange-
leq" gys Radel Fudgg senior editc of the
Oaldmd maguine Bitdt Feminist Resporc
to Pop Cultue
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